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In medieval Rome some churches had “Holy Spirit Holes” in the ceilings. On the 

day Pentecost was celebrated, these holes were opened to the sky, to make 

clear that the Spirit cannot be contained in a building. Sometimes doves were 

released during worship and let loose to symbolize the Spirit flying (eventually) out 

into the world through the holes. At other times, hundreds of rose petals were 

dumped on people through the holes to fall like tongues of fire. Meanwhile boys 

banged on drums in the background. 

 These two images, doves flying out through the roof, and rose petals being 

dropped in, are a reminder that the movement of the Holy Spirit is a two-way 

affair: both in on us from God, and out into our world.  

 At Plymouth Church we have not drilled holes through the newly shingled roof! 

However, we have plans to make Pentecost a memorable day. On Pentecost 

Sunday (May 20) we celebrate the Holy Spirit. Everyone is invited to wear 

something RED (the color of the Holy Spirit because of the symbol fire) to morning 

worship. Special music and prayer will be in the air that morning. And there may 

be a few other surprise changes to our worship space.  Come see how images of 

the Holy Spirit change our worship experience on that day.       

 There is something about the Holy Spirit that is a little unruly. This can be a relief 

or a shock, depending on what rules are in question. The Spirit can release us from 

constraints and judgmentalism, or it can shock us awake if we have begun to feel 

like we don’t care or wondered “what’s the use”. And even relief can be a 

challenge if we have become accustomed to patterns that are familiar, even if 

they are depressing. So on May 20 we hope to let the unruly Spirit loose in our lives 

a little bit too. 

 Worship stretches beyond the boundaries of our sanctuary and can fill our lives 

if we let it. We hope that everything we do can somehow be done to honor and 

glorify God. From rejoicing at a brilliant sunset, to cheering at a neighbor’s 

birthday party, we rejoice because the Holy Spirit is truly the presence of the living 

Christ in our lives.  
 

     Grace and Peace, 

     Pastor David Hutchinson 
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Jennifer Daley  May 7 

Brook Gerber  May 7 

Karen Roldan  May 11 

Doris Perry   May 16 

Shirley Eaton  May 24 

Evan Gerber  May 26 

Linda Gaskill   May 28 
 

 

 

 

 
 

March 2018 Income and Expense 

 March 2018 YTD 2018 

Income $5,990.07 $24,181.61 

Expense  $8,067.57 $28,231.91 

Net Loss ($2,077.50) ($4,050.30) 
 

Deacons’ fund balance: $317.46 

 

 

 

 
Faith is not merely you holding onto God – it 

is God holding on to you. 

  E. Stanley Jones 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                 Attendance 
  March 18  32 
  March  25  47 

  April 1   51 

 April 8   39 

 

Avamere attendance usually runs between 

15-20 people, including those from Plymouth 

who attend. Everyone is welcome to join in 

this service. 

 

 

 

 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

  This year we brought in $455.92 for 

One Great Hour of Sharing. This money goes to 

the Presbytery Disaster Assistance program, the 

Presbytery Hunger Program, and the Self-

Development of People. A big thank you to all 

who contributed to these worthy causes.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

The deadline for the June newsletter is 

May 18. Please submit your articles and/or 

information to beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com 
 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95136082
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95129520
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=12075
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May Lectionary Readings 

 

May 6  6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6;  

John 15:9-17 

 

May 13 7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47 or Psalm 93; 

Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

 

May 20 Day of Pentecost 

Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekial 37:1-14;  

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 

Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; 

John 15:26-27. 16:4b-15 

 

May 27 Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17;  

John  3:1-17 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study 

May 6 will be the last Sunday morning 

class for the summer. Classes will resume in 

September. 

 These Sunday morning classes study 

the Biblical texts for preaching and worship. 

Called the “lectionary” these readings are 

found in the article above, on line, or in the 

church office. Participation is intended to 

prepare one more fully for worship that 

morning. No special background is 

necessary, just the desire to learn and 

discuss. The class is led by pastor Hutchinson 

and elder Linda Dunn.  

 Class meets in the library. 

 

 
Monday Night Study Group 

 

During the weeks of April and May we 

are continuing the study the Old Testament 

history that is found in the books of First and 

Second Samuel. This material is the 

background for preaching and worship in 

the summer months. Since the 9:15am 

Sunday class does not meet in the summer, 

this is an opportunity to look ahead and 

prepare to understand the summer sermons 

more deeply. The class will include an 

overview of the whole history, and also 

touch on some of the lectionary chapters 

listed below 

The class is led by Pastor David and all 

are welcome and encouraged to bring a 

snack to share (though it is not required).  

Class meets from 6-7:45pm in the 

social hall.  

 

Schedule for the Monday Night Study Group 

 

April 30    2 Samuel 1 and 5   

The rise of David as King 

May 7     2 Samuel 6 and 7   

David as king 

May 14    2 Samuel 11     

The family of David 

May 21     2 Samuel 18     

LAST CLASS for the summer 

 

 

 

      Don’t let yesterday use up 

too much of tomorrow. 

 

Cherokee proverb 
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Women’s Retreat 

May 4-6 

 

Plans have been finalized for our 

annual Women’s Retreat, held once more in 

Rockaway Beach. If you signed up to go, 

you should have received your information 

sheet explaining the menu for the weekend 

and directions to the house. If not, please 

see Gina. Also, the $80 you will pay covers 

both lodging and food and needs to be 

paid soon.  

 

 
May 13 – Mothers’ Day 

 

Be sure to come early on Mothers’ 

Day. The harpist, Stephen Rudimetkin, will 

play from 10:00-10:30. It makes for a very 

relaxing, meditative opening to worship 

service. 

 

 
Table in the Yard 

 

Table in the Yard is scheduled for July 11 this 

summer and it’s time to get ready for it. A 

planning meeting will be held on April 29, 

after church. If you are on this committee, 

please plan to attend.  

We need many volunteers to make 

this event a success. Help is needed with set 

up, cooking, serving, and clean up, as well 

as greeting strangers and leading children’s 

games. Please contact Michele Rae if you 

can help. 

 
May 20 – Day of Pentecost 

 

This will be a special day of worship. 

The choir will sing, and other surprises await 

us as noted in the pastor’s letter. Be sure to 

come that day, and if you can, wear red as 

red is designated as the color of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Special note to Choir members: We 

will hold a rehearsal on May 16 at 7 pm to 

prepare for Pentecost.  

We will also be receiving the 

Pentecost Offering from May 20th through 

June 3. Forty percent of the money we 

receive will remain in the community, going 

toward the Back Pack Program. This is a 

program that provides food to children in 

need so they have food to eat over the 

weekend. 

 

 

 

 
Church Rummage Sale 

 

Our  rummage sale will be held on May 18 

and 19, from 9 am – 3 pm. If you have small 

items to donate, they can be brought to the 

church at any time. Just leave them in the 

Fellowship Hall by the front cupboards. Please 

bring large items the week of May 14. 

We are looking for assistance with the 

sale set up, clean up and getting items to 

the church from those who cannot drive or 

need furniture delivered. Any help will be 

greatly appreciated.  If you can assist in any 

way please let Adrienne know. 

 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95136094
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95129467
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95117636
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95117408
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PRISCILLA CIRCLE April 11, 2018 

 

Shirley Eaton and Juanita Shearer 

hosted the April 11, 2018 Priscilla Circle amid 

beautiful spring decorations (everyone has 

new spring seeds to plant) and a delicious 

dessert.  Ten members along with one guest 

and Teddy Bear puppy were present. 

Charlotte Wilburn was able to attend and 

presented lovely cross-stitch flowers to 

everyone.  Thank you so much, Charlotte.  

Fran Pickering mentioned that the Makindu 

Childrens’ donation will be made at the end 

of April including the receipts from Red 

Apple.  

 

The Spring Luncheon will be on May 9th 

at noon with each guest bringing their 

favorite salad and Charlotte will bring rolls. 

Audrey Sinner is the hostess assisted by Fran 

and Helen. 

 

Heirlooms, Treasures, and Memories 

was the program theme provided by each 

member and many interesting items and 

stories were shared. This is always a fun 

program. 

 

Following Joys and Concerns, Carol 

Jones gave a nice devotion from the God 

Wink book based on Philipians “What can I 

do when I've lost something valuable”. 

 

May 9 at noon will be next Priscilla 

Circle Spring Luncheon.  Hope you can all 

attend and bring a friend. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I would like to thank the members of 

the Plymouth Presbyterian Church for your 

latest donations to the Fostering Love Kit 

project of diaper bags, washcloths, coloring 

books, crayons, and personal hygiene items. 

I greatly appreciate your continued support.  

We have dispensed 56 bags to foster 

children in Columbia County since I began 

this effort in March of 2017. Foster parents tell 

me the children are delighted with the duffel 

bag or backpack because it gives them 

something to call their own at a crucial and 

scary time in their lives. For the foster parent, 

it gives them breathing room to be able to 

get the needed supplies for their new foster 

child. 

As this project is ongoing, I am 

currently looking for donations of duffel bags 

or backpacks, 3-in-1 body wash (Dollar Store 

has White Rain brand for $1,) combs, 

brushes, night lights, small flashlights, men’s 

Medium T-shirts (for temporary PJ’s,) hand 

towels, washcloths, and  small toys for 

toddlers and youth. Gift Cards to Walmart 

are appreciated also.  Donation receipts are 

available upon request. 

Thank you again for your gracious 

support.  

 

Linda McMann 

 

Fostering Love Kits Columbia County Oregon 

https://fosteringlovekitscolumbiacountyoreg

on.wordpress.com 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=10082
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule   
 

May 6, 2018 Communion Set-up:  Linda Dunn 

Communion Servers:  Linda Dunn, Angie Meres, and Zelda 

Anderson 

Greeters/Ushers:   Roger and Linda Liefeld 

Lay Leader:  Patricia Ayerza 

Snacks:  Patricia Ayerza 

May 13, 2018 Greeters/Ushers:  Jill Turner and Pat Brown 

Lay Leader:  Wendy Wells 

Snacks:  Jill Turner 

May 20, 2018 Greeters:   Mark Earhart and Linda Dunn 

Lay Leader:  Gina Harrington 

Snacks: Helen Purkerson 

May 27, 2018 Greeters/Ushers:  Jay and Sue Dacus 

Lay Leader:  IdaMae Larsen 

Snacks:  Wendy Wells and Janis Knox 

June 3, 2018 Communion Set-up:  Marilyn Brinster 

Communion Servers: Marilyn Brinster, Gina Harrington and 

Michele Rae 

Greeters/Ushers:   Jon Dickson and Fran Pickering 

Lay Leader:  Linda Dunn 

Snacks:   
                                                 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Committee:    May 

Linda Dunn, Kathleen Dinwiddie, Helen Purkerson 

 

Thank you for being especially “welcoming.” Introductions, name tags, the 

newsletter, and connecting during coffee hour make our church warm and 

inviting. It's helped many of us become a part of this congregation. Thank you to all 

for your kindness 

 

Hospitality is one form of worship.   The Talmud 
 

 

 

 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95121407
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95121407
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95123022
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May, 2018      
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

1  

.2 3 4 

 
Women’s 

Retreat 

5 

 
Women’s Retreat 

6 

 

Women’s Retreat 

 

 
Bible Study 9:15 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Communion 

Worship Committee noon 

Avamere 1:30 p.m. 

7 

 Deacons’ meeting 

1:30 

 

 
Study group 6.00 p.m. 

8 9 

 
Priscilla Circlenoon 

Spring Luncheon. 

 

 
Session 6:15 p.m. 

10 11 

 

12 

 

13 

. 

Worship 10:30  

 

 

14 

 

 
Study group 6.00 p.m. 

15 

 

16 

 

 

Choir rehearsal  

7 pm 

17 18 

 

Rummage Sale 

9-3 

 

 
 

19 

 

Rummage Sale 

9-3 

20 

 
Pentecost 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

21 

 

 
Last Study group 

 6.00 p.m 

 

22 23 

 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

 

27 

 
Trinity Sunday 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

28 

. 

29 30 31   

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95132888
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95100144
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95129439
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95129439
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=93008686
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95119553
https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/searchart/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95132553
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PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2615 SYKES ROAD 
ST. HELENS, OR   97051 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, “Move from 

here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.  

     Matthew 17:20 NKIV 

 

God needs people who are willing to move mountains for His glory. But the 

Almighty walks with you, ready and willing to strengthen you.  Jesus taught his 

disciples if they had faith, they could move mountains.  You can, too…so let 

the mountain moving begin.     Hugs Daily Inspirations 

 

Only God can move mountains, but faith and prayer can move God. 

     E.M. Bounds 


