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 Two years ago, a documentary about Fred Rogers called “Won’t You Be My Neighbor” 

won a Sundance Film Festival award. Last year Tom Hanks starred in “A Beautiful Day in the 

Neighborhood.” It seems that the once parodied Mr. Rogers has made a recovery from the days of Mr. 

Robinson’s Neighborhood and the SNL sketch with Eddie Murphy. You might make the case that as the 

world has become less neighborly, we need Mr. Rogers more now than we did in the 1980s. Whatever 

the reason, there seems to be something attractive about being a good neighbor. Could you even go 

so far as to suggest that dorky is the new cool? In a world where insults seem to be the new “hello,” 

maybe a return to nice is refreshing. In any case, I’m a renewed fan of Fred Rogers and the integrity he 

embodied. His listening ear was a good thing, and we could use a little more neighborliness in the 

world, in my opinion.  

 To that end, we are hosting our neighbors from the Chamber of Commerce at Plymouth 

Church in January. In a meeting set up by Elder Wendy Wells, we will have the opportunity to let 

people in our community know of our intention to be good neighbors. We will describe our 

cooperative Habitat for Humanity project, among other things. My hope is that this will show our 

commitment to the common good of the community we share.  

 I have become convinced that churches that are committed to the common good of a 

diverse community, will survive better in the future, than those who only welcome people who think 

alike. Being a good neighbor is one way to do that. As the planet gets smaller and the population 

increases, we need to make the case that we make things better instead of worse. In this kind of 

future, arguing over who is right or what we should believe, might take a back seat to working 

together to help those in need. If we aren’t moving the common good forward, behaving as good 

neighbors, where will being right or arguing about our beliefs get us, other than isolated? Maybe you 

could say that the common good is even the right way to be. Or even what Jesus would do? I will 

keep wondering about these things as we try to be good neighbors in St. Helens, Scappoose and 

Columbia City.  

 I hope that we can sense the Spirit’s leading, as we try to follow Jesus in our lives. After all, it was 

Jesus who responded to the question, “Who is my neighbor?” with one of the most famous stories 

about a Samaritan in the whole Bible (Luke 10). I trust that this meeting with our neighbors is one way 

we are trying to respond.  

 
      Grace and Peace, 

 

David Hutchinson 

     

PLYMOUTH 

PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
2615 Sykes Rd, St. Helens, OR  97051 

Phone: 503-397-0062 

Website: www.PlyChurch.org 

E-mail: plymouth@plymouthchurchsh.com 
 

 

Sunday School: 9:15 AM Worship: 10:30 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 

https://www.newsletternewsletter.com/SearchArt/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95117991
http://www.plychurch.org/
mailto:plymouth@plymouthchurchsh.com


 

Page 2  January 2020 

 
January Lectionary Readings 

 

January 5    Second Sunday of Christmas 

Jeremiah 31:7–14;  Psalm 147:12–20; 
Ephesians 1:3–14; John 1:(1–9) 10–18  

January 6    Epiphany of the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1–6;  Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14; 
Ephesians 3:1–12; Matthew 2:1–12  

January 12   Baptism of the Lord  
Isaiah 42:1–9;  Psalm 29; Acts 10:34–43; 

Matthew 3:13–17  

January 19  
Isaiah 49:1–7;  Psalm 40:1–11; 

1 Corinthians 1:1–9; John 1:29–42 
January 26  

Isaiah 9:1–4;  Psalm 27:1, 4–9; 

          1 Corinthians 1:10–18; Matthew 4:12–23 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning Bible Study 

 

Sunday morning Bible study will 
resume its weekly schedule beginning on 

January 12, at 9:15 in the library. Class 

focuses on the lectionary reading for the 
day, (see the list above) is led by Reverend 

Hutchinson and he will share some of his 
background. Come ready to share your 

thoughts and opinions. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Monday Evening Study Group 

 

Study group is on break in January but 

it will resume on February 10 and 17 at 6:30 
pm. We will discuss chapters of the book 

Tattoos on the Heart by Father Greg Boyle. 

 February 10 – discuss the intro and 
chapter  

 February 17 – discuss chapters 3 and 8 
As you read, pay attention to characters 

and key concepts which will be the basis for 

our discussion. 
Also below is a link to a video by Father 

Boyle: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipR0kW

t1Fkc 
 

 

 

 
 

Attendance 

  
November 17  30 

November 24  37 

Thanksgiving Service 37 
December 1  39 

December 7 (potluck) 30 
 December 8  50 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipR0kWt1Fkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ipR0kWt1Fkc
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November 2019 Income and Expense 

 November 

2019 

YTD 2019 

Income $11,769.05 $86,199.31 

Expense        $7,521.93    $83,359.91 

Net Gain       $4,247.12   $2,839.40 
 

 
 

 
 

Roger Liefeld  January 5 

Richard Chulufas  January 9 

Jonathan Dickson  January 10 
Julie Kelly   January 15 

Shannon Gerber  January 23  

Marilyn Brinster  January 25 
Sean Daly   January  26 

Helen Purkerson  January 26 
Audrey Sinner  January 28 

   

   
 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
The deadline for the February 

newsletter is January 17. If you have articles 
you would like to see in the newsletter, 

please send them to 

beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Coffee and Commerce 

 

   Recently, our Church joined the South 

Columbia County Chamber of Commerce. 
This is an opportunity for us to meet our 

neighbors and learn more about what is 

happening in our area. The Chamber 
provides an online presence for advertising 

our events so that our neighbors can meet 
us, too.  

   On January 24, 2020 at 8 am we will 

host a “Coffee and Commerce” gathering. 
All Chamber members are invited and we 

might expect 20-30 attendees. It will be 
exciting to have the community and 

business leaders join us as we share what is 

going on at our Church. 
Only two churches are members of 

the Chamber which has over 150 members. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to 
welcome them. 

 
 

 
Sunday January 26 after worship 

 
 All are welcome at the lunch, and to 

read and hear annual reports. Voting 
members will establish pastoral terms of call, 

and corporation officers. Come spend an 

hour looking back at last year, and ahead 
to the next. 

 

mailto:beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fimages%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline-3.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fexplore%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline%2F&docid=gXQ6Y2XnkslNOM&tbnid=4EfHQcEE_YQahM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg..i&w=1600&h=962&bih=783&biw=1600&q=newsletter%20deadline%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Priscilla Circle Christmas Luncheon 

 

Priscilla Circle hosted a lovely 

Christmas Luncheon on Wednesday, 
December 11, 2019 with twenty-two in 

attendance to enjoy much good food and 

fellowship.  Thanks to everyone who came, 
participated, and then stayed to help clean 

up the tables and the kitchen. 
Fran Pickering came from Tigard with 

two special guests who said they had 

enjoyed themselves and hope to return. We 
hope they will too. 

Carol Jones will be making our 
donation of over $1700 to Makindu Childrens 

Center at the end of December and she 

also did a “show and tell” of the jammies, 
underwear, and socks purchased with our 

dollars for the children receiving early care 

in the DHS system. Priscilla Circle serves local 
mission projects as well as a global mission .  

Everyone signed their names so that 
Christmas greeting cards could be sent to 

those who are unable to be out and about 

very much.                                                                           
The DO IT OURSELVES PROGAM was 

interesting and fun listening to each person 
relate a favorite memory related to 

Christmas—some were hilarious and some 

were serious....but all were entertaining.  
Thanks, everyone. 

 

 
 

 

 
Per capita is the amount of money, 

per member, that our church sends to the 

Presbytery. Portions are then sent on to the  

Synod and the General Assembly. This 
enables us to work with other Presbyterian 

churches in our area and across the country. 

This year’s per capita is $35.50, of which 
$8.95 goes to The General Assembly, $5.22 

goes to the Synod of The Pacific, and $21.33 
stays with the Presbytery of the Cascades. 

 You may choose to pay your share of 

the per capita. If you do, be sure to write 
“per capita” on the memo line of your 

check. 
 

   

 
 

 
                  Welcoming Visitors 

 
The sign-up sheet for 2020 is circulating 

NOW. Please consider sharing your smile, 
welcoming words, directions to coffee on 

Sunday morning with a visitor to our church! 

The “term” is 3 months but you are not 
obligated to be in church every Sunday. 

When you are here though, keep an eye out 
for a new face. Even a familiar face sitting 

alone is someone who will appreciate a little 

extra attention.
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Faith Build Project 
 
 

Cabinets for the Faith Build duplex will be 
assembled on Saturday, February 15th at 

10:00 a.m. at the Christian Church, 

Fellowship Hall, located at 185 S. 12th Street, 
St Helens.   

 

 Volunteers needed.  Many 

hands make light work. 

 
We will be putting together the 

cabinets, minus the doors. These will be easy 
to assemble…no carpentry skills needed. 

 We will also be in need of some soup 
and bread, so if you are more inclined to 

cook rather than put cabinets together, 

please let Gina know. 
 

Habitat Fund Raising Update 

We have paid out the balance of our 
original Habitat for Humanity pledge! Some 

of you may still wish to contribute, and later 
this year we will receive a “wish list” from 

Jennifer Anderson from Habitat to help us 

decide what specific items to purchase. 
Stay tuned! 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Reminder for all members of Session: 
 

Please turn in your annual reports to Gina by 
January 15, in preparation for the annual 

congregational meeting. Please submit it in 

Times New Roman font. 
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule   
January 5, 2020 Communion Set-up:  Marilyn Brinster 

Communion Servers:   Marilyn Brinster, Pat Brown, and Nancy 
Hutchinson 

Greeters/Ushers:   

Lay Leader:  Nancy Moebs 
Snacks:  Nancy Hutchinson and Wendy Wells 

January 12, 2020 Greeters/Ushers:   Jon Dickson and Gina Harrington 
Lay Leader: Gina Harrington 

Snacks:    

January 19, 2020 Greeters/Ushers:  Mark and Kathleen Dinwiddie 

Lay Leader:  Wendy Wells 
Snacks: Helen Purkerson and Jill Turner 

January 26, 2020 Greeters:   Mark Earhart and Janis Knox 
Lay Leader:  Bill Eagle 

Snacks:  Zelda Anderson and Linda Liefeld 

February 2, 2020 Communion Set-up:  Jill Turner 

Communion Servers: Jill Turner, Linda Dunn, and ?    
Greeters/Ushers:  Wendt Wells and Becky Frazier 

Lay Leader:  Gina Harrington 

Snacks:  ? 
                                         

     
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

    

 

Remember to Welcome Those New to Plymouth 
 

Welcoming Committee for January, February, and March 2020 
Kathleen Dinwiddie, Linda Liefeld, Helen Purkerson, Wendy Wells 

 

The welcoming committee should arrive early for church and be ready to greet 
people new to our church. Introductions, name tags, the newsletter, and 

connecting during coffee hour make our church warm and inviting. Thank you for 

your kindness. 
 

Hospitality is one form of worship.   The Talmud 
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January 2020        
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 

1 

 
Happy New Year 

2 3 4 

 

5 

Worship 10:30 a.m.  

Worship committee noon 

Avamere 1:30 

6 

Spiritual Practices  

noon 

Deacons’ meeting 

1:30 

7 8 

 
Session meets at 

6:15 

9 10 11 

 

12 

Bible Study 9:15 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

Annual reports due 

to Gina from 

session members 

16 

 

17 

 
 

18 

 

19 

Bible Study, 9:15 

Worship 10:30 a.m. 

20 

 
Martin Luther King Jr 

Day 

21 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

  
Coffee and 

Commerce 

meeting, 8 am 

25 

 

 

26 

Bible Study, 9:15 

Worship 10:30 a.m.  

 
Annual Congregational 

meeting and lunch, noon 

27 

 

 

28 29 30 31  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=Awr9FqqsjR5cAAIALP6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIzazJjOWRpBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM3N2Q3M2U4MDY3YTUyZWQ4OWZlMThlM2JhMDAzZmIwNARncG9zAzM0BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dchurch%2Belders%2Bclip%2Bart%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dsfp%26fr2%3Dsa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D34&w=675&h=484&imgurl=www.newfrankleyinbirminghamparishcouncil.gov.uk/sys-files/scroller/2031297947271120121740_clip-art-meeting-643651.jpg&rurl=http://www.newfrankleyinbirminghamparishcouncil.gov.uk/home&size=65.5KB&name=Home+|+NFiB&p=church+elders+clipart&oid=77d73e8067a52ed89fe18e3ba003fb04&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=sfp&rw=church+elders+clipart&tt=Home+|+NFiB&b=0&ni=96&no=34&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11r4jetna&sigb=14fa19s3v&sigi=13l900v7m&sigt=10b0s0rgb&sign=10b0s0rgb&.crumb=7Zi2Od.5Pob&fr=sfp&fr2=sa-gp-images.search.yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fimages%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline-3.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fexplore%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline%2F&docid=gXQ6Y2XnkslNOM&tbnid=4EfHQcEE_YQahM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg..i&w=1600&h=962&bih=783&biw=1600&q=newsletter%20deadline%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

2615 SYKES ROAD 
ST. HELENS, OR   97051 
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing 
in the heavenly places. 

    Ephesians 1:3, New Revised Standard Version 
 


