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First, a word from Pat Berger 

  
Wherever has the time gone?!  It seems as if I just began to fill in for Pastor David while 

he took his sabbatical leave, and already it is time for him to come back!  It was 

suggested that I might use this article to tell you all some of what I have done during 

this time with you, and to bid you adieu.   

 

I have enjoyed writing sermons again, and many thanks to those who have made 

comments -- always helpful, certainly.  At first, I was preaching to my computer, 

which -- I must say -- is weird!  Computers don't react at all!  Then, Gina suggested 

that it might be somewhat easier for both of us if I were to come to the office to 

record the sermons, rather than recording them at home and emailing them to her.  

Yay!  I gained a congregation!  Of one!  Better than none, for sure.  We record on 

Tuesday mornings, and that has been a highlight of my week.  Thanks, Gina!   

The other highlights of my weeks have been: phone calls!  Since I couldn't visit 

anyone, and we only get a few minutes each week on Zoom, phone calls seemed as 

if they might be at least a partial solution.  And what fun they have been!  By and 

large, people are at home (!) and they have not much else to do, so chatting wins.  I 

have had some wonderful talks with people -- thank you very much for sharing of 

yourselves and your time with me.  It has been great! 

 

At this point, it doesn't look as if we will be back in corporate worship before Pastor 

David gets back, and maybe not really soon after that.  I did not get to attend the 

Presbytery workshop on re-opening, but I think Adrienne did and I hope to get to 

watch a recording of it.  We will keep you all posted, certainly; we want to get back 

as much as anyone!  Before Pastor David left, he and I had a conversation about my 

perhaps continuing to attend Plymouth after he is back, and he said that would be a 

possibility.  I may get to meet you all yet!  Blessings. 

        Pat Berger 
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And now, a word from Pastor 

David 
 A classic September discussion 

question or essay is “tell us what you did on 

your summer vacation”. The responses 

usually used to include reports of camping, 

vacation, trips to see relatives in far away 

states, plane flights, attending concerts or 

sporting events, baseball games, nights out 

at the movies. All these are things that 

almost no one did much at all if ever this 

summer. So what did you do with your 

strange summer? 

 Some things I’ve heard about during 

the strange summer of 2020 include: sewing 

masks and selling them online; reading 

books on race like: White Fragility, by Robin 

DiAngelo, or maybe an old James Baldwin 

novel; delving into the history of oppression 

in America; backyard gatherings sitting far 

apart, or calling up old friends and meeting 

on Zoom or FaceTime, or maybe a Facetime 

happy hour. Home improvement projects 

and gardening are on the rise, as well as a 

resurgence of home cooking, and actually 

having a conversation of substance.    

 The twin crises of racial violence and 

an infectious virus have led to amazing 

responses. The things we often focus on are 

the death rates, words of nationally known 

doctors, protesters, and maybe even 

politicians. Sorting out the difference 

between protesters and rioters, and the 

effectiveness of masks, hand washing, and 

social distancing are important things to do. 

But as we do those highly visible things, it 

seems to me that there is also a change 

going on in the hearts and souls of many of 

us. That is more difficult to put a finger on, 

and may or may not have long lasting 

effects. All that remains to be seen. The 

difference in our summer vacation report, 

however, indicates to me that we are living 

in a new era, and may not ever go back.  

 So, can we go forward in ways that 

lead to growth, healing, and a respectful 

hopeful dignified civic life? Will we take in 

the lessons of our summer vacation and 

apply them to our new emerging sense of 

who we are, and who we are becoming? 

Again, time will tell. 

   I believe that it is not the crisis that 

defines us, but how we respond. The 

responses of many people to issues of race 

and the crisis of the virus over the summer 

have revealed cracks in our souls. We have 

not always responded well. But we have 

also done some things we have never done 

before. There have been some amazing and 

courageous responses, the sacrifices of 

wearing masks and helping others, and 

honest conversations about race, and 

protests against oppression and systemic 

institutional racism like never before. I still 

have the hope that some of those good 

things can help redefine us.  

 My sabbatical was not anything like I 

ever expected, but it was a time of real soul 

searching, prayer, thoughtful reflection and 

rest. I know you all may have had similar 

experiences. As we reconnect as pastor and 

congregation, we will continue to do church 

in ways we never imagined, nor have ever 

done before. I trust you all in this process. 

Thank you for being you, and may God 

guide us and bless our community in days 

ahead. See you all soon! 

 I return to “the office” August 17 and 

my first Sunday to prepare a sermon will be 

August 23. I am so grateful to Pat Berger for 

her flexibility and dependability during my 

time off. I couldn’t have really rested without 

the amazing efforts of dedicated Elders and 

Deacons who have carried on and led the 

way. Thank you all! And if we don’t meet in 

person for a while, give me a call, text, 

email, after August 17, and I’ll do the same, 

and look forward to reconnecting.   

 
  Grace and Peace, 

  David Hutchinson 
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We have so many people to 

thank this month… 

 
Shirley and Gary Eaton want to thank the 

people of Plymouth Presbyterian for the 

large amount of cards for their 70th 

anniversary, too many to thank individually, 

so a big thank you to all their Plymouth 

friends. They hope everyone is doing well 

and they look forward to the day we can be 

together again. 

 

 

 
 

Thank you Linda Dunn and Judy Dinsmore 

for adding eleven more beautiful quilts to 

the Prayers and Squares supply since March. 

Thanks also to Helen Purkerson who put ties 

ion all the quilts and Gayle Harmon who 

made quilt tags when needed. We are 

grateful for the generosity and talents of 

these two women. 

 

 

 

 
Thank you Pastor Pat Berger! 

We are so appreciative of Pastor Pat Berger 

for providing for our church while Pastor 

David was on Sabbatical.   

 

Pastor Pat has given wonderful sermons and 

support to our congregation under the 

unprecedented and unexpected 

circumstances of COVID-19. She has 

stepped up to the challenge by learning 

Zoom, and using multiple computer screens 

at the same time, and attended many 

virtual meetings.  Every Tuesday she arrived 

at the Church to present the sermon for 

recording with the layperson, Gina.  She 

attended the local ministerial association 

meetings, attended a virtual General 

Assembly in June, and attended a virtual 

Presbytery Meeting in July.  She also 

supported our members via phone calls and 

took the time to get to know us.   

 
Again, thank you Pastor Pat! 

 

 

 
 

To our church family, thank you so very 

much for the ongoing Stewardship to the 

Church.  Your continued support has kept us 

strong 
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In addition to your financial support, a 

$13,500 Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 

loan was obtained on June 19th.  This will 

help offset the loss of income due to the 

cancellation of the annual Christmas Bazaar 

and Rummage Sale which have in the past 

supplemented our income. 

 

Your financial support & the PPP Loan has 

allowed us to keep up with ongoing 

operating expenses and maintain our 

employees.  The building and grounds 

continue to be groomed and maintained by 

the Building and Grounds Committee 
with many volunteers.  Our Church 

Administrator, Gina, continues to manage 

the duties of the business office, and sermon 

recordings for the website.  Each Session 

Commission Elder and their committees 

continue to perform duties and 

responsibilities as required.  

 

 

 

 

 
June 2020 Income and Expense 

 June 2020 YTD 2020 

Income $18,540.00      $59,576.89     
Expense       $11,336.73   $50,095.82   
Net Gain      $ 7,203.27    $ 9,481.07   

 

 

 
August Lectionary Readings 

 

Sunday, August 2 

Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7,15;  

Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Sunday, August 9 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28;  

Psalm105:1-6,16-22, 45b;  

Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33 

 

Sunday, August 16 

Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133;  

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32;  

Matthew 15 (10-20), 21-28 

 

Sunday, August 23 

Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124;  

Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Sunday, August 30 

Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b; 

Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28 
 

 

 

   
Lynnea Eagle August 10 

Charles Rae  August 11 

Judy Dinsmore August 16 

Linda Liefeld August 21 

Gayle Harmon August 22 

Zelda Anderson August 24 

Fran Pickering August 26   

Bill Sulser  August 27 

 

 

 



 

Page 5  August 2020 

 
 

We will be ready to return to in-person 

services whenever that time may be. In the 

meantime, join in on a Sunday Morning 

Coffee Zoom meeting, deliver the sermon to 

a shut in, make a phone visit, or make a 

social distance visit.   

 
Bring your cup of coffee with you and join us 

in a Sunday Morning Coffee Zoom Meeting.  

This virtual meeting is led by the Pastor. The 

first Sunday of each month is Communion 

Sunday. Pastor will administer Communion so 

bring your grape juice & bread. 

 

This virtual gathering is a time to connect 

with fellow church members, share your 

week of activities, concerns, joys, and/or to 

see the folks you've missed.   

 

If you would like to be added to the 

invitation list or if you need help with Zoom, 

contact Kathleen Dinwiddie. 

 

 
Planning for Re-Opening 

Session voted to form a reopening 

committee made up of Adrienne, Roger, 

Doris, and Wendy. Adrienne has volunteered 

to chair the committee. She attended a 

workshop on reopening and should have 

some good ideas. We are taking the 

recommendations of PCUSA, The Presbytery 

of the Cascades, Oregon Health Authority, 

and the Oregon governor’s office. We are 

all anxious to meet in person again, but we 

must do so safely. 

 
 

Welcome Back Pastor David! 
We are excited to welcome Pastor David 

Hutchinson back on August 17th!   

 

 

 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

The deadline for the September newsletter is 

August 22. If you have articles you would like 

to see in the newsletter, please send them to 

beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Dates for your calendar 
 

August 2 Communion Sunday 

If you want to join in our Zoom meeting, be 

sure to contact Kathleen Dinwiddie. Have 

your bread and juice ready. 

 

August 12 

Session will meet through Zoom, and Pastor 

David will join by Zoom. 

 

August 17 

Pastor David returns! 

 

August 23 

Pastor David’s first sermon after his return. 

mailto:beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fimages%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline-3.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnewvitruvian.com%2Fexplore%2Fnewsletter-clipart-newsletter-deadline%2F&docid=gXQ6Y2XnkslNOM&tbnid=4EfHQcEE_YQahM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg..i&w=1600&h=962&bih=783&biw=1600&q=newsletter%20deadline%20clipart&ved=0ahUKEwj_grqevuXhAhXQFzQIHeIWDx8QMwijAShIMEg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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A few words from our Mission Elder, Gina 

 

So here we are, 2/3 of the way through 

summer! It’s hard to believe; the days, weeks 

and even months have just kind of slid past 

in kind of a blur. Things are very quiet at the 

church- eerily quiet most days. Since we are 

not meeting to worship in person, and 

because of Covid-19, life has been very 

different since mid-March. 

 

Even though we are not meeting to worship 

in person, there have been some exciting 

events that we, as a church, have been 

involved in this summer. I’ll give you a little 

recap. 

 

 
The Faith Build Project 

The Habitat for Humanity Faith Build Project 

keeps moving forward. The family has been 

chosen for the second duplex.  Gentry is a 

single mother. She has one daughter 19 and 

a son that is 3. It is exciting that this family will 

have a home to call their own. 

 

The outside of the house is looking super. The 

siding, roofing and a great paint job are all 

done. The inside still has more to be done, 

including drywall, installation of the 

plumbing, cabinets and flooring. We have 

not been able to volunteer as we had 

expected, but the work still continues. A very 

small group has been keeping the 

construction going.  

 

 
One event we are planning in the near fuure 

is a Painting Party, using social distancing.  

 

In other good news, all 5 churches 

participating have met their pledge 

amount. 

 

 
Grant Money 

In late spring, Presbytery gave every church 

$1,000 to use for imaginative ways to help in 

the local area to those that are impacted 

by Covid-19. Our Session decided to give 

$333.33 to Foster Kits of Love. They provide 

aid in the form of back packs filled with 

basics like pj’s and underwear to children 

who are taken out of their homes and 

placed in foster care. Linda McMann 

received the check for them, and I got a 

picture of her in the sanctuary in front of the 

stained glass of the hands. It seemed like the 

perfect place symbolically, as we are giving 

a helping hand to those who are in need.   
 

We also gave $333.33 to SAFE, which is the 

Women’s Shelter.  We received a letter from 

them thanking us for the donation. 

 

And we gave $333.34 to WIC (Women, 

Infants and Children).  The Director of Public 

Health, Sherie Ford received that check and 

said that they would be able to use it for little 

extra things that were not within the scope 

of what they normally provide.   
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More from Gina 

 

A couple of other areas that have been 

impacted by the pandemic have been the 

special offerings and Boxing Day.  Since we 

haven’t been together to worship, we didn’t 

participate as a church in the Pentecost 

special offering.  That one is past, but the 

Peacemaking and Global Witness Offering is 

coming up early in the fall. We will decide at 

the next Session meeting where locally our 

portion of the offering will go. Stay tuned.  

 

There are many people who have done 

much behind the scenes to keep our church 

going both inside and out.  It has been 

heartening to see how members have done 

what they can to make sure that when we 

gather again in person, it will be like coming 

home again. 

 

 

 

Stay Safe! 

 
 

   
 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

A boy once said to God, “I’ve been thinking 

and I know what I want when I become a 

man.” He proceeded to give God his list: to 

live in a big house with two St. Bernards and 

a garden. marry a blue-eyed, tall, beautiful 

woman, have three sons, one who will be a 

quarterback, one a senator, and one a 

scientist. He also wanted to climb tall 

mountains and to drive a red Ferrari. 

 

As it turned out, one day the boy hurt his 

knee playing football. He no longer could 

climb trees, much less a mountain. He 

married a beautiful and kind woman who 

was short with brown eyes. He lived in a city 

apartment, took cabs and rode subways. He 

had three loving daughters and they 

adopted a fluffy cat. One daughter 

became a nurse, another an artist, and the 

third a music teacher. 

 

One day he remembered his boyhood 

dream. He became so depressed that he 

became very ill. Close to death from a 

broken heart, he called out to God. 

“Remember when I was a boy and I told you  

all the things I wanted? Why didn’t you give 

me those things?”  

 

“I could have,” said God, “but I wanted to 

make you happy. 

 

Remember, God wants the best for us. Trust 

Him with your whole heart. He’s the original 

heart surgeon. 

 

 God’s Little Devotional Book 
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Stay Strong. Stay Positive. 

Rejoice Always 

And Leave the big stuff 

Up to God. 
 

The Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation. 

Exodus 15:2 
 

Joy is the great noise throughout the Bible. 

Oswald Chambers 
  

Taken from 100 Pass-Along Bible Promises, edited by Shanna Noel 
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