From the Pastor,
According to Anne Lamott the act of being thankful can open us up to God’s grace. She says that “thanks” is one
of three basic prayers that can guide your prayer life. (The other two being “help”, and “wow”) As she describes it:
“You breathe in gratitude and you breathe it out too”. When we begin to breathe gratitude, we go from clenched to
grateful and we note the experience of grace. Henri Nouwen also encourages us toward unclenched prayer in his
book: W
 ith Open Hands. If we practice praying grace, and breathing grace, with open hearts and unclenched hands,
we can also begin to bear the unbearable, and maybe even feel less stuck in life, and more hopeful. This
Thanksgiving season, while we are still not “back to normal”, maybe this act of praying our thanks can help.
For me, giving thanks in a morning prayer can set me on track for the day. Each morning Nancy and I pray this
simple prayer: “Thank you God for this day, help me be thankful for its blessings”. This prayer captures a sense of
God’s graciousness. So thanks to you, for being the church, and for praying with me over these past seven years.
One of the greatest gifts we have in the church is a place where we are valued and cared for as God’s children.
God’s gift of life to each one of us is truly beyond measure. Sometimes in the most trying times I sense God most
strongly. To me that is worth more than temporary profit or gain.
The Advent season starts on November 29 and as we meet on Sunday morning in our virtual computer platform,
we will light Advent candles. Each person is encouraged to find four candles and arrange them in a circle. You can
do this with a pie tin base, or something more elaborate. Usually the candles are purple or blue. Sometimes there
are three purple and one pink. Whatever you have available is fine, and if you’d like to join in on Sundays in
Advent just have your candles ready on Sunday morning.
Maybe this Advent season we can begin with thanks, rather than waiting until after Christmas to send our thank
you notes!
Grace and Peace,
David Hutchinson
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“What we often wait for
God to do for us,
He wants to do through
us.”
Thank you for your
support of the Church.

In September, the Deacons received $325 in
donations for the Wildfire Relief Fund. They
chose to add $150 from the Deacon’s Fund
for a total of $475 to be used locally for
those affected by the late Summer wildfires.
Thank you Deacons!

as we meet on Zoom, we will light Advent
candles. If you would like to join in, have
your candles ready at home. Details about
the candles are in the pastor's letter, or you
can Google search "Advent Candles". The
sermons this year will follow the New
Testament letters known as the Epistle
readings. So, not the Old Testament or the
Gospel readings. Later, as we near Christmas
Day, we will explore the stories of Angels
found in the Bible, other than those at the
birth of Christ.

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a
cherished Presbyterian tradition since the
1930s. The Offering distributes gifts equally to
the Assistance Program of the Board of
Pensions and to Presbyterian-related schools
and colleges equipping communities of
color. The Assistance Program provides
critical financial support to church workers
and their families. Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges provide education and
leadership development while nurturing
racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a
Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140
years. Gina will be providing more
information in December.

The four week season leading up to
Christmas begins on November 29. This year
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you want to be included, email Pastor David
at: davidplychurch@gmail.com for an invite.
November Lectionary Readings
November 1
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
I Thessalonians 2: 9-13; Matthew 23:1-12
November 8
Joshua 24:1-3, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7
I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13
November 15
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123:1-4
I Thessalonians 5:1-11 ; Matthew 25:14-30
November 22
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100:1-5
Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
November 29
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
I Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37

Adult Bible Study on Sunday
Pastor David will lead a half hour Sunday
School class Online starting at 10am. We will
read and discuss the preaching text for the
week. You can either listen to or read the
sermon prior to attending as it will be online
beginning midweek, or you can wait and
listen to the worship recording after the
online coffee hour and prayer meeting. If
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Zoom Attendance
September 27: 21
October 4: 34
October 11: 24
October 18: 24

October 2020 Income and Expense
October 2020
YTD 2020
Income
$5,525.00
$77,314.47
Expense

$6,932.84

$72,750.52

Net
Gain/Loss

-$1,407.84

$4,563.95

Darla Knytych - 3
Juanita Shearer - 4
Sarah Harrington - 4
Addison Wells - 7
Gretchen Daly - 7
Jill Turner - 10
Bonnie Childs - 22
Mark Dinwiddie - 24
Becky Frazier - 30
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Priscilla Circle
We are still a group and we are still
supporting our two missions—locally, the PJ's
project for DHS and the global mission for the
Children of Makindu. If you would like to
donate to either or both of these endeavors,
please send a check to the church with the
notation on the envelope: Attn: Carol Jones.
Carol does the shopping for DHS usually in
November and delivers the PJ’s. She makes
our donation to Makindu at the end of
December.
We thank you in advance for your
generosity, and we look forward to seeing
you as soon as it is safe for us to gather
together in-person and CELEBRATE !
With blessings and joy,
The Priscilla Circle

2) We have limited space to store items for a
future sale. Contact Adrienne at
503-975-4201 to arrange storage.

A big ‘Thank you’ to our Church family for all
the prayers and support during our
recoveries.
A special ‘Thank you’ for the beautiful
prayer quilt. I used it often during my
recovery. Now that the weather is getting
cool, I am using the quilt again.
Peace,
Ken and Zelda

There will be no rummage sale this year. We
hoped to do it in August or September, but it
was just not possible at the time.
If you have donations you cannot continue
to hold, you have a couple of options:
1) You could sell items directly and donate
the amount or a portion to the church. Just
note "Rummage Sale" on any donations. Or
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The deadline for the December newsletter is
November 16. If you have articles to include
in the newsletter, please send to:
beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com
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Boxing Day is still happening. The COVID -19
pandemic has upturned so much in our
world. We are still going ahead with Boxing
Day, though it might look a little different.
You can still donate items for the totes.
Contact the office for a drop-off time. Or
you can send a check to the church with
"Boxing Day" in the memo line. Thanks for all
your generous donations to these worthy
causes, especially during these tumultuous
and scary times. These are tangible ways to
help in the world.

Your kind donations to the Peace and
Global Witness Offering totaled $175.00.
25% of this will go to our local Backpacks for
Kids program. We continue to put our beliefs
into action. Thank you!

Church Chatter

The Worship and Nurture Commission is
welcoming ideas about how to make
Advent and Christmas a special time during
this pandemic. Are there ways to meet the
needs of our congregation? Please share
with Doris. Contact her through the church
email or phone.
plymouth@plymouthchurchsh.com
503-397-0062
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Robert and Gayle have recently been
hosting their two daughters, Heather and
Maly, and eleven Grand Kitties. Yes, eleven!
They are quick to point out they don’t even
own a cat.
The house cats are named Lena, George,
Moose, Mr. Bear, and Butters.
The remainder are a breed called Turkish
Van. Google them and you will see beautiful
cats who like to swim! Their names are Baby
Bird, Kitten, Winter aka Heather Jr., Cheddar,
and Podrick. Gayle adds they all have their
own personalities and she and Robert are
loving their active household.
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Friday

Saturday

1
10:00am Bible Study
Online
11;00am Coffee Hour
and Communion
Online

Sunday

2
10 am
Deacons
Meeting
Online

Monday
3

Tuesday

4

Wednesday
5

Thursday

6
Presbytery
Meeting

7
Presbytery
Meeting

8
10:00am Bible study
Online
11:00am World
Communion and
coffee hour Online

9

10

11
6:15 PM
Session
Online

12

13

14

15
10:00am Bible study
Online
11:00am Coffee hour
Online

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
10:00a Bible study
Online

23

24

25

26
Thanksgiving

27

28

Veteran’s
Days

11:00am Coffee hour
and prayer Online
29
10:00am Bible
studyOnline

30

11:00am Coffee hour
and prayer Online
Advent Begins
10:00am-- Bible study O
 nline

11:00am-- Communion and coffee hour Online

Page 6

Sunday, November 1 : Time Change
Remember to F
 all Back!
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“The thankful receiver bears a plentiful harvest.” William Blake

PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2615 SYKES ROAD
ST. HELENS, OR 97051

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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