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 How do you face life on the BRINK? 

 By life on the brink I mean - - life - - at the boundary between one era and another. 

 Life on the brink is - - living with an awareness of passing from the past into the future. 

  You might describe it as life - - on the edge - - or on the threshold. 

  Maybe it’s as a time of transition for you. 

 There are all kinds of transitions in life.  /   Some are bigger than others. 

  You might be on the BRINK of… 

   A marriage, or a retirement, or buying a new car.  

   You might be on the brink of a busy week, or a vacation. 

  Churches can sometimes be described as being on the brink of a new ministry. 

  Right now our nation is on the brink of a political decision. 

 So how do you face life on the brink? 

 When you are standing on the threshold - - how do you cross through?  

 Van Morrison describes life on the brink in his song: “Dweller on the Threshold” 

I'm a dweller on the threshold  

And I'm waiting at the door 

And I'm standing in the darkness 

I don't want to wait no more  

  

I'm a dweller on the threshold 

And I cross some burning ground 

And I'll go down to the water 

Let the great illusion drown  

 

 His song might describe the ancient Hebrews in the Old Testament reading for today. 

 They have come to the water’s edge, and are standing on the brink. 
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 We have been following the story of the ancient Hebrew people from their escape from 

slavery through the waters of the Red Sea, led by Moses - - to this second water crossing at the 

edge of the Jordan river.  /   They have experienced trauma and doubt.  /   They have spent time 

in the wilderness.  /   They have both rejected and then received the 10 commandments from 

God.  /   Their leader Moses has recently died.  /   And now with Joshua leading them - - they are 

in a time of transition.    

 Just across the river - - was the land of Canaan. 

 It was supposed to be a land of promise. 

  But there are people there - - already - - when they arrive. 

  So are these OTHER people - - friendly - - or are they a threat? 

  They have to figure that out. 

 They haven’t yet crossed the river - - but here they are!  

  This is the beginning of the book of Joshua. 

  It is a new beginning - - and it is also an ending. 

  Their wilderness journey with Moses has come to an end. 

  But there is now - - a whole new journey - - about to begin. 

 It reminds me a little of how I feel when a series on Netflix or Hulu comes to the end of a 

season.  /   This is not the end of the whole SERIES.  /   There is still more to the story.  /   But it 

is a transition.  /   And sometimes the new season doesn’t quite measure up to the old one. 

 The same could be said for movie sequels.  /   Though there are some excellent movie 

sequels - - like the Bride of Frankenstein for example - - more often than not the sequel is a 

disappointment.  /   A classic example of that is: Star Wars Phantom Menace with Jar Jar Binks.   
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  Well, like the original Star Wars - - the book of Exodus and the crossing through the Red 

Sea and the story of Moses in Exodus - - is a pretty tough act to follow. 

 How will the Hebrew people live out the lessons of Moses - - in a new era? 

 Will Joshua measure up? 

 Will life in the - - so called - - “Promised land” really satisfy? 

 Can you imagine being one of these ancient Israelites? 

  You stand at the brink of the waters of the Jordan River and remember Moses. 

  You look across into a new land. 

   Do you feel a bit - - on edge? 

 The moment at the shore line is described just a little differently by different translators: 

  The King James and the old RSV both read:  

“…when you come to the BRINK of the waters” 

  But the NIV and the New RSV say: 

   “…when you come to the EDGE of the water” 

 In Hebrew the word is: “kay-tseh” 

  The root of the word means a limit. 

  A “kay-tseh” “cuts off” what went before from what is to come. 

  There is a sense of entering a new frontier. 

  If as Star Trek says: SPACE is the FINAL frontier - -  

maybe this ancient crossing represents the FIRST frontier. 

 So to return to my original question: 

  How do you face life on the brink? 

  Does it make you feel a little on edge - - or do you strain forward in expectation? 
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 According to the text, Joshua tells the people to get ready for God to do wonders. 

Joshua says:  

“sanctify yourselves - - because tomorrow the Lord will do wonders AMONG YOU” 

 And so they picked up the ARK of the covenant - - which contained the 10 

commandments - - which they had carried all the way from that mountain in the wilderness - - 

and prepared to cross the Jordan River. 

 The Ark is an indication that they will not cut themselves off from their past. 

 This MAY be a threshold between one era and another, but some things pass through. 

 And the question is - - HOW do WE pass through our own thresholds? 

 The Hebrews DON’T abandon their past - - but they DO leave some things behind. 

  And I imagine some of them felt a bit on edge. 

  Just before this reading from chapter 3 the book of Joshua reports that they sent scouts 

into this new land to assess what it was like.  /   They went to check out the people living there to 

see if they were a threat or not.  /   And the results of that investigation are - - mixed at best. 

 There were people there. 

 And chapter 2 says they are not threatening. 

  But later chapters report bloody battles. 

  And depending on which part of the book of Judges you read - -   

- - they either defeated them - - or lived side by side. 

 I’m not sure how I would feel - - hearing the reports of these scouts. 

  I think I might feel a bit on edge. 

  Did the Hebrews expect to have to fight for this new land? 

  Or did they think it would be just waiting for them…? 
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 I wonder if any of these ancient Hebrews remembered Moses - - as they stood there on 

the BRINK.  /   Did they think back - - to the tent of meeting - - and the Golden Calf incident and 

wonder if God was REALLY going to STILL be with them? 

 They were about to LIVE OUT the legacy of Moses - - after all. 

 This was the land - - that Moses led them to - - but that Moses could not enter. 

  So Moses has died - - and now they are left to carry on. 

  They are - - on edge - - on the BRINK! 

   Are they ready - - to cross over? 

   Or are they like the guy in the old joke about visiting his therapist: 

   The therapist asks: do you have trouble making up your mind? 

   And the guy responds:  “well yes and no”.  

 The question for us is - - HOW do WE approach the future? 

  Are we ready to move forward in our lives?  /  Well, yes and no…  right? 

  How do we remember the lessons of the past? 

   And what do we leave behind on the far shore? 

 There is a movie starring Charlize Theron called The Old Guard which wades into this 

territory.  /   The movie is among the few released in this strange Covid virus year.   /   It is based 

on a graphic novel - - and is about a group of immortal warriors - - who fight battles against evil. 

 These warriors are centuries old. 

  They can’t be killed - - they just come back to life. 

 And one of the questions of the movie for me is: 

  If WE had immortality - - how would we use it? 

  Would we - - fight against evil and injustice? 
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 If YOU were immortal and couldn’t die - - would you work for all of your eternal life for 

good - - or would you just live a life of gluttony?  /   Or would you even commit crimes - - 

because why not - - no one could kill you? 

 Maybe after a while - - gluttony just doesn’t cut it? 

 Maybe self interest - - has a life span. 

 Maybe the interests of the common good are stronger - - in then end? 

 As I wondered about these questions I dug around and found out more about the original 

“Old Guard”. /   The Old Guard in France was a group of soldiers chosen by Napoleon.  Between 

the years of 1804 and 1815 this group of elite soldiers was sometimes referred to as “the 

immortals”.  /   There is also an American “Old Guard” which is the oldest currently active 

infantry regiment.  /   It is a ceremonial regimen - - and duties include funerals for fallen soldiers 

- - and acting as sentinels - - the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.   

 But in the mid 1800s - - the term “Old Guard” became a way to refer to political 

conservatives.  /   To be “old guard” now means to be a reactionary.  /  Someone who is 

unwilling to move forward.  /   Someone who is unwilling to accept new ideas… 

 So maybe the question about the future is: 

  Will we defend the good old days and oppose making any changes? 

  Or will we fight for justice - - and stand guard - - at the memorial of a hero? 

 On this All Saints Day Sunday - - our tradition is to remember people who have died - - 

and who have inspired our lives.  /   Maybe like the ancient Hebrews - - standing on the brink of 

the Jordan river and looking ahead - - while at the same time remembering Moses and his legacy 

- - we look ahead in our lives - - and at the same time we remember. 

 Will we go forward in ways that honor our past? 
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 Will we stand on the brink - - a little on edge? 

 Will we yearn forward - - into the new frontier? 

 I can guarantee - - the future will not be - - exactly like what you thought it would be. 

  Like the Hebrew people sent scouts ahead - - and found their new land inhabited - - there 

will be adjustments to make.  /  And there will be decisions about how to be - - and how to go 

forward.  

 But the promise is that God will do wonders in our midst. 

 We are dwellers on the threshold. 

 In the words of Van Morrison: 

I'm a dweller on the threshold  

And I'm waiting at the door 

And I'm standing in the darkness 

I don't want to wait no more  

 

 

 


