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       “Thank God”     

       1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

November 29, 2020 

       Rev. David Hutchinson 

 

 Have you ever done something that involves waiting? 

  Surely these past months have involved a lot of waiting for most of us. 

  Maybe we’ve been waiting on politics, or on a virus, or on some medical results. 

 How about a lighter example…  

Did anyone else ever play outfield in little league?  

  I’m talking about when you were fairly young. 

  The basic activity involved in playing right field is waiting. 

  And in little league there’s also a bit of a feeling of safety. 

  After all, what are the chances of the ball being hit to you anyway? 

 So what happens is you daydream. 

  You fantasize about being a famous player like Kirby Puckett. 

  Or you draw pictures in the dirt with your foot. 

  The sun beats down.  

You hold the glove between your knees as you wipe away sweat. 

 And of course THAT is when it happens! 

  When you are blinded by the sun and struggling to get your glove on right… 

 When the waiting suddenly ends - - and it will someday end - - will we be ready? 

 That is the Advent question. 

  It is the Advent predicament. 

 This week we enter into a four week season of waiting and preparation called Advent. 
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 This year I will be focusing on the letters of Paul rather than the Gospel or Old Testament 

readings.  /   And they all lead us through reflections on time - - in one way or other.  /   This 

week we will think about what it might mean to make this next four weeks “a time of 

thanksgiving”.  /   Next week will focus on a “time for patience”.   /   Then December 13 and 20 

will be “a time for humility” and “a time for joy”. 

 Today, let’s consider what it might mean for this time to be a time for thanksgiving. 

 The scripture reading is from 1 Corinthians. 

 Paul writes that he is thankful for the people of Corinth.  /   And what it comes down to is 

that Paul is thankful for them because they know HOW to WAIT.  /   That is they use their 

GIFTS - - while they wait - - is what he says. 

 Verse seven says that Paul is thankful for them because they are “not lacking in any 

spiritual gift while they wait”.   

 So rather than daydreaming in the outfield - - they are using their gifts. 

 As I was thinking about what that might be like - - I came across an article about the 

accomplishments of prisoners - - while incarcerated.  

 I’m not saying that the time of Advent - - or the time of a Covid lockdown - - is exactly 

like being in prison - - but there is waiting involved in both.  /   And I’m pretty sure that for many 

people in prison - - the experience of waiting is a big part of it.  /   Waiting to get out. 

 Think of the hash marks on prison walls, marking the days. 

 So in this article by Scott Pearson from 2013, I read about a man named George 

Kaminski.  /   He was arrested in 1995 for kidnapping.  /   This part of the article says that “the 

only thing a prisoner has plenty of is - - time and regret”.     

 George spent his time collecting four leaf clovers. 
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 At the end of his time in prison, George held the Guinness Book World Record for most 

four leaf clovers in a single collection.  /   He said he wanted to show a younger inmate he met 

that life in prison is not the end.   

 Another example is a choir formed in a prison in Cincinnati.  /   Called “Umoja” this 

gospel choir for inmates made it into the World Choir competition.  /   The judges had to come to 

them, rather than them travelling to the competition.  /   But they won a gold medal for gospel 

music and have a CD out.     

 Finally, you may know that California and Oregon have been using inmates to fight 

forest fires for years.  /   They are trained in firefighting and when they are released they have a 

trade to fall back on. 

 So it certainly IS possible to wait - - well. 

  It is possible to use your gifts - - while you wait. 

 Surely we can find ways to act similarly. 

 The theologian N. T. Wright has written about Advent - - and describes a hoped for 

FORWARD movement - - that might be helped along by using our gifts in this way.  /   In his 

book, “Advent if for Everyone, A Journey with the Apostles” he writes that Advent is about 

“arrival” and it combines waiting for BOTH the first coming of Jesus as a child in a manger, 

AND waiting for the “second coming” of Jesus into the world to put everything right.  He says 

that AS Christians developed a church year that celebrated this every year - - “it wasn’t SIMPLY 

a matter of going ROUND and ROUND the same sequence and never getting anywhere.  Think 

of a bicycle wheel; it goes round - - but it is moving forward”.  

 A bicycle wheel goes round and round, but does not stand still. 

 THAT is the hope for the church year and its effect on our lives. 
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The hope is some kind of FORWARD movement. 

  Like a bicycle on wheels. 

 Wright goes on further: 

 “The church year overlaps with itself…and we live between the first Advent and the 

second.  /   That is one way of saying what it means to be a follower of Jesus.” 

 SO in this time of waiting, that is OUR hope as well. 

 May we NOT be stuck waiting… 

  Instead may we find ways to use our gifts. 

  And ways to move the wheel forward. 

 There is something about Paul’s thanksgiving that points us beyond ourselves and maybe 

helps inspire our forward movement:   It is Paul’s focus on Jesus Christ.  /   At FIRST is seems 

like Paul is focused on the people in Corinth.  /   He has written this letter to THEM - - and says 

he is thankful for them.  /   But there as another name that keeps coming up:  Jesus. 

 Paul refers to Jesus over and over in this first few lines of the letter. 

    N. T. Wright describes it this way: 

 “Paul couldn’t stop talking about Jesus, because without Jesus nothing else he said or did 

made any sense.  /   What he wanted the Corinthians to get hold of most of all was what it means 

to have - - Jesus at the middle of your story.  /   And their own lives might be part of a 

FORWARD movement.” 

 He uses the example of a phone call with someone who is newly engaged. 

 “We weren’t long into the phone call before I noticed something was different.  It was the 

first time we’d spoken in weeks...      
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But whichever way the conversation turned, ONE NAME kept coming up.  /   She and 

JAMES had been talking - - JAMES was getting a promotion - - so and so had been to school 

with JAMES - - and so on and so on…”  

 There was warmth and excitement - - and the conclusion was OBVIOUS to me. 

 Any minute now she hoped James would ask the key question. 

 Well it happened of course, and now they are married. 

 But my point is to notice how people give themselves away by what they go on talking 

about.  /   It doesn’t take long during a phone call - - before you discover what is REALLY 

exciting to them.  /  What is the center of their thoughts… 

 Paul is like that at the beginning of the first letter to the Corinthians. 

 One name keeps coming up over and over: Jesus. 

 Yes Paul is thankful for them - - the believers. 

  BUT - - he is REALLY thankful for Jesus. 

   And for how Jesus - - is at work in THEM. 

 Using your spiritual gifts is another way to say - - Jesus at work in you. 

 And Paul is thankful - - most - - for HOW the Corinthians wait. 

  They use their gifts while they wait. 

  They let Jesus live in them while they wait. 

 So maybe a little like I said in last week’s sermon: 

  Can we be thankful - - but keep Jesus at center stage while we are? 

  That’s the example we have in this Biblical letter. 

 Another way to say it might be: give thanks in all circumstances. 

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer had some things to say about that.  
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 I’ll draw to a close today with his words, from his book, “Life Together”: 

 “If we do not give thanks daily for the Christian fellowship in which we have been 

placed, even where there is no great experience, no discernible riches, but much weakness, small 

faith, and difficulty; if on the contrary we only keep complaining to God that everything is so 

paltry and so petty, so far from what we expected, then we hinder God…” 

 “We hinder God from letting our fellowship grow according to the measure nd riches 

which are there for us all in Jesus Christ.” 

 Paul models for us this BETTER way of being thankful. 

 As best as we can - - - may we do so as well. 

  Amen 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  


