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From the Pastor:
A year ago in March we began what we called, “waiting for Easter.” Because we were not able to meet in person,
we talked about an extended season of Lent that would culminate in celebrating Easter Sunday on the first Sunday
we could return to worship in person, which we thought would be sometime in the summer of 2020. Well, we could
not see the future and how the virus would persist, and we are still waiting! The date of Easter Sunday is not a set
date, and it celebrates something that is a mystery in any case.
th

This April, we remember the resurrection of Jesus and Easter Sunday on April 4 . It seems to me that we can
acknowledge the mystery of the resurrection while at the same time waiting for its fulfillment in our lives. We can
celebrate something while still waiting to understand it completely. We talked about resurrection recently in a
Sunday morning Bible study online. When we did, we acknowledged its power in our faith while at the same time
admitting that we don’t really talk about it in any depth in our everyday lives.
The empty cross is a reminder of the resurrection. Sometimes we forget the power of the empty cross and how
surprising it would have been to followers of Jesus in the first centuries after his death. Both crucifix and cross were
used probably as far back as the second century. But it was a surprising symbol to represent both death and hope.
As I thought about this, I realized that right now the thing we are waiting for is the vaccine. Our return to more
in-person gatherings is dependent on people getting vaccinated. The way vaccines work can also provide some
points to contemplate. The pathogen or virus contains within itself the very building block of its own destruction,
the antigen. The antigen is the basis for creating antibodies which fight off the virus. Vaccines help the body do
what it would do on its own anyway, only without a live pathogen, so we avoid getting sick, though some people do
experience side effects. Whether our bodies develop antibodies in response to an infection by the virus or in
response to the vaccine, either way they use the antigen to develop the antibody.
The antibody and the antigen are linked. And the cross and the resurrection are linked. On the cross, Jesus himself
points us to the resurrection. When we say that in Jesus, death is overcome, we don’t expect Jesus to avoid the cross
or the tomb. Rather it is from the cross and from within the tomb that the resurrection begins. Our healing from the
tragedies of life are strengthened by our faith in Christ’s resurrection, just like our physical healing is strengthened
by the antigen. The source of our healing is a piece of the very threat that we heal from.
This year as we listen to a recording of the Alleluia Chorus online on Easter morning, I will be giving thanks for the
hope of healing to come, and the possibility of summer days. Grace and Peace, Pastor David Hutchinson

Thank you to the Elders and Deacons who are
willing to serve and will begin new terms or
renew their terms in July, 2021.

April and May 2021
Starting on April 11 we will spend 6 weeks with
the New Testament letter of 1st John. This letter
is similar to the gospel of John but much shorter.
Main theme: Love
April 11 Scripture: 1 John 1:1-7; 2:7-11
Walk in the light of love.
April 18 Scripture: 1 John 2:1-2, 9-11, 15-17
Love and the things of this world.
April 25 Scripture: 1 John 3:1-3, 16-23 God
is love and we are God’s children, so abide in
love.
May 2
Scripture: 1 John 4:1-4, 7-12, 13-18
Test the spirits and love one another because love
casts out fear.
May 9
Scripture: John 15:9-17 (a diversion to
the Gospel reading, for comparison) Greater love
has no one than to lay down one’s life for friends.
May 16 Scripture: 1 John 2:7-11; 5:1-6
commandment to love.
May 23 - - Pentecost Sunday
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The

Elders:
Kathleen Dinwiddie (‘24) - second 3-yr. term
Wendy Wells (‘24) - second 3-yr. term
Linda Gaskill - 2 yr. term
Deacons:
Marilyn Brinster (‘24) - first 3-yr. term
Zelda Anderson (‘24) - second 3-yr. term
Karen Roldan (‘22) - 1 yr. term - (‘23) - 2-yr. term
Thank you to the Nominating Committee for
working so diligently and willingly in your
selection of nominees for the Elder and Deacon
positions. They are: Elder Chair - Doris Perry;
Congregational Representatives - Carol Jones,
Mark Dinwiddie and Adrienne Schilling; and
Deacon Representative - Jill Turner. Thank you
again!
A special Thank You to Becky Frazier who has
finished six years as Deacon. Three of those years
she served as Deacon Chair and her work is
appreciated and valued.

Acts 2:1-21
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April Lectionary Readings
April 4
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2,14-24;
1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
April 11
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31
April 18
Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4;
1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36-48
April 25
Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23;
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18
May 2
Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31;
1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8
Zoom Attendance
Feb. 28 - 29
Mar. 7 - 27
Mar. 14 - 27
Mar. 21 - 30
February 2021 Income and Expense
February 2021
YTD 2021
Income
$4,431.50
$19,346.49
Expense

$7,582.05

$16,488.59

Net
Gain/Loss

($3,150.55)

$2,857.90
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Claudia Eagle - 3
Nancy Moebs - 4
Katelyn Wells - 7
Harold Atkinson - 13
David Hutchinson - 13
Ida Mae Larsen - 13
Angie Meres - 17
David Schilling - 19
Gary Dinsmore - 26
Wendy Wells - 27
Tom Roldan - 29

The deadline for the May newsletter is April
21. If you have articles to include in the
newsletter, please send to:
wendywells.sales@gmail.com or
plymouth@plymouthchurchsh.com or
beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com
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prayers and as a tiny tot, I'd begun to really seek
the Holy Spirit. Earlier that year, I'd experienced
his loving presence, when very sick with mumps
and scarlet fever.

Church Chatter
Crocuses are special to me, almost sacred. They
are central to one of my earliest "Beauty
Moments''. Those are events, sounds and sights
that God-Smacked me. Times when my spirit
was so profoundly impressed and moved with
beauty or emotion, that I was permanently
changed by the experience. Here is an example:
After being removed from a brutally abusive
foster home in Oregon City, my older brother and
I had moved to North Plains to live with our Aunt
Stella and Uncle Mel. They were a childless
middle aged couple and very stern. Although
truly our salvation from "the system," I did not yet
trust the goodness in their hearts. After several
months, they still felt like strangers to me. My 5year-old soul was deeply bruised from trauma
and abandonment. We had been moved four
times in two years and I had not had time to
heal. I held deeply buried secrets about sexual
abuse. There was little counseling offered to
foster kids in 1951. I was mourning the death of
my Grandpa Amos, disappearance of my MaMa
and missing my Grandma, who had mostly
raised me. I had no one to trust and confide in.
Now, as an adult, I realize how burdened with
guilt and confusion that little girl was and how
resilient to come through so much. At that age, I
was curious about God. There were nightly
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It was winter, dark outside, and I was laying on a
cot beside my Auntie's bed. I had a high fever,
was shivering and felt awful. As usual I prayed
for my Daddy (sick in the VA TB sanitorium), for
MaMa (she was an alcoholic), and Grandma. I
added, "Please help me get well", to the usual:
Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray dear Lord my
soul to keep, If I should die before I wake, I pray
dear Lord my soul to take. In Jesus' name I pray.
Amen. ... My room brightened and then He
appeared at my bedside and told me, "You are
My beloved child." ... I felt his hand warm on my
shoulder. … "Be well! Do not be afraid. ... I will
never forsake you and will be with you always." I
called out to my Auntie and asked her if she saw
my visitor. Who had he been, how did he make
the room so bright? Was He a new doctor and
why did he wear a dress and what did forsake
mean? I was told it was a very vivid dream and
to calm down and rest. I was excited and argued
with my Auntie. She sat near me on her bed. I
was full of energy. It was a long time before I fell
asleep and in the morning I was well. I was sure
He Is Real because he bent down and touched
my shoulder and I got well.
A few months later Auntie started attending a
local church and talked about taking us. She told
me how I was expected to behave in God's
House and how angry, disappointed He felt when
children were noisy, squirmy, disrespectful and
didn't listen when teachers or the Pastor spoke.
Understanding that I had to ‘Be Still’ if I was
going to learn about Him, didn't make me eager
to go to such a place. I was afraid that I'd
disappoint someone else and my natural
badness would be on display and sure; no
matter how hard I'd try to, "be a good girl and
behave for once", there would be a talkin’ to and
a spanking when we returned home... Very early
one Sunday morning my Aunt pulled me by the
hand along the sidewalk toward church. Glumly
looking down at my feet, even the new white
socks with frilly lace and the new black patent
leather shoes did not cheer me up. My Auntie
stopped short, pulled me against her thigh, and
April 2021

said, "Oh Sug, just look. What a glorious Easter
Day this is. The crocuses are blooming and
they're shouting with their beauty, ‘Christ has
risen, he has risen indeed!’ You see, they have
been sleeping under the cold ground all winter
waiting to rise up to greet us this morning.” My
gaze lifted a bit and ahead, the grey sidewalk
was framed with beauty. The colorful ribbons of
blooms led my gaze to the open arched church
doorway. The two long joyous rows of purple,
yellow and lavender crocus heads raised among
green striped grass like leaves; with glossy
petals opened to golden throats, they did seem
to sing, announcing something glorious. Then I
saw two narrow arched windows on each side of
the open doors. The colored glass in them
seemed to sparkle merrily when the early
morning sunrise lit them. I asked Auntie why the
roof was shaped like that; so tall and pointy? She
explained that it was to remind us of our praying
hands pointing to heaven and also to hold the
bell. As if on cue, the bell began to ring. I was in
a state of childish awe and right on the spot, fell
in love with that humble little white country
church! It became a place of hope, refuge and,
most importantly, love. I met a dear and patient
Sunday School teacher who demonstrated how
God loves all his children. She made church a
welcoming place for a shy squirmy little girl
who's soul had been so wounded but could still
see beauty and hear flowers sing.
Darla Knytych

During this season of Lent,
we receive the One Great
Hour of Sharing. For over 70
years, One Great Hour of
Sharing has provided
Presbyterians a way to share
God’s love with our
neighbors in need around the world.
In a world of disaster, hunger, and
oppression, millions of people lack access to
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sustainable food sources, clean water,
sanitation, education, and opportunity.
The three programs supported by One Great
Hour of Sharing - Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self-Development of People all work in different ways to serve individuals
and communities in need. From initial
disaster response to ongoing community
development, their work fits together to
provide people with safety, sustenance, and
hope.
Please send your check to the church with
the notation OGHS in the memo line.

Juanita Shearer was quite a woman,
unassuming, small in stature but a wonder
woman in accomplishments. She was born and
raised in Yankton. She attended OSU, getting
degrees in Home Ec and Library Science.
During those years, she met and married Vance
Shearer. They raised 4 sons. She taught school
for many years and retired from the Condon
School District and to their home in Yankton in
1981. She volunteered at the St. Helens Senior
Center for many years, serving lunches and
working in the kitchen. Juanita was a longtime
member of Plymouth Presbyterian Church and
Priscilla Circle. (She will forever be remembered
for her ribbon jello salad which she always
brought to the luncheons.) She also served as a
Deacon. She is sorely missed.
Maggie Lowry was a lovely woman and a
devoted wife. Her husband Hal was a war hero
and she was his biggest fan and supporter.
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When Hal began to have health issues, she was
not comfortable leaving him at home alone and
declined all invitations to attend any church
functions by herself. We missed Hal and Maggie
when they sold their home in Columbia City and
moved to Salem.

parts, which are based on Scripture. An
invite will go out the week prior, but if you
don’t get one and want to attend, contact
Pastor David or Kathleen Dinwiddie.

Souper Bowl update: Thank you PPC
members! This year is our 39th contribution to
the Souper Bowl.
The offering turned out to be $270. All of that
money will be going to the Columbia Pacific
Food Bank. They have been hit hard by the
pandemic with a significant increase in the
number of people who are receiving food
from them. Thank you again for helping in a
very difficult time in our world!
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Dear Fran and Priscilla Circlers,
Thank you so much for your steady,
generous, continued support of Makindu
Children's Program! I know the kids really
appreciate your support of their lives and
their futures. Kenya seems to have done
well—the kids are so excited to be back in
school. Your gifts and reserves have enabled
MCP to send extra funds for food staples for
guardian families.
Asante sana!
Salaams,
Steve (Randolph)

Maundy Thursday Worship Drama
On Thursday April 1 @ 6:30 pm, we will
gather online. A series of dramatic readings
will lead participants through the last days of
Jesus’s life. Members of the worship
committee are preparing to read these
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Some of you may remember Steve coming
out from Portland (now lives in Boise) and
speaking to Priscilla Circle and showing
many wonderful pictures of Makindu. He has
been on the board for Makindu Children's
Program for many years. He included two
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snapshots with this thank you note which we
can share when we are together again in
person.
As Carol mentioned in her note last month
for the newsletter, we are so grateful for your
generosity to the missions that Priscilla
supports and we know it has made and
continues to make a big difference in the
lives of those children and their guardian
families.

There will be no 10am Sunday Bible Study on
Easter Sunday. We will resume the class at
10am on Sunday, April 11, 2021.
The Monday Evening Study Group is on a
break for now. Thank you, Pastor David and
Pastor Pat, for that whirlwind 8 week tour
through the Bible. We need to catch our
breath!
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
Maundy
Thursday-Online
Service-6:30pm

2

3

4
Alleluia
ChorusOnline- 11am

5
Deacons10:00am

6

7

8

9

10

11
10:00am Bible study Online
11:00am Coffee hour
Online

12

13

14
Session-Online
6:15pm

15

16

17

18
10:00am Bible study Online
11:00am Coffee hour
Online

19

20

21

22
Earth Day

23

24

25
10:00am Bible Study Online
11:00am Coffee hour and
prayer Online

29

30

31
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