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2615 Sykes Rd, St. Helens, OR 97051
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June, July
2021

During June and July we have the opportunity to experience our ordinary routine as
something new and fresh. It has been over a year since members of Plymouth Church met
face to face in the sanctuary to hear hymns, pray and listen to a sermon. This ordinary routine
which has been familiar for some people for decades was interrupted by the Covid crisis.
Following recommendations from the Worship Committee and the leadership of our elders on
Session, we plan to return to in person worship on June 6, 2021, at a NEW TIME of 11:00am
(same time as our current zoom gathering)! There will still be safety protocols in place so
things won’t be exactly like before, but the routine of gathering on Sunday morning will
return. As it does, I imagine it will feel both familiar and strange, traditional and fresh, at the
same time.
For the past few months Plymouth leadership has been monitoring the public health
situation and waiting for one specific thing: vaccinations. We share the concern about new
variants and the continual spread of the virus among non-vaccinated people. Because this
was important the Deacons contacted every member and we have learned that
approximately 95% of the congregation will be more than 2 weeks past their second shot by
June. Additionally we will continue to require masks indoors, and monitor the changing
guidelines from the CDC and local government. A plexiglass shield will remain in place
around the pulpit, and we will not share refreshments after our gathering for the time being.
Because of these things we hope to provide a safe environment for all. Throughout the month
of June we will assess the situation and may revise our safety protocols as things change.
Additionally, a zoom gathering will continue for the summer (moved to 9am) as we assess
what to do in the fall about worship, fellowship and education. I hope that you will join us and
reconnect and help us move forward as best we can. We have and will continue to worship
God, engage in service and mission and try to care for one another.
More details about the coming changes are found in this newsletter. Thanks to all who
have helped lead and prepare through this strange and challenging time.
Grace and Peace
Pastor Dave Hutchinson
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June/July Lectionary Readings
June 6
Genesis 3:8-15; Psalm 130;
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1; Mark 3:20-35
June 13
Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15;
2 Corinthians 5:6-10 (11-13) 14-17;
Mark 4:26-34
June 20
Job 38:1-11; Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32;
2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41
June 27
Lamentations 3:22-33; Psalm 30;
2 Corinthians 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43
July 4
Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10;
Mark 6:1-13
July 11
Amos 7:7-15; Psalm 85:8-13; Ephesians 1:3-14;
Mark 6:14-29
July 18
Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 25
2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm 145:10-18;
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21

April 2021 Income and Expense Report
April 2021
YTD 2021
Income
$6045.00
$29,396.49
Expense
$7808.75
$30,967.71
Net Loss
($1,763.75)
($1,571.22
Thanks to all of you who are
consistently sending in your tithes.

Attendance (on Zoom)
April 18
April 25
May 2
May 9
May 16

28
31
29
21
29

Boxing Day
Christmas is far away, but Boxing Day will be
here before you know it. A list of things we
would like to have donated to the cause will
come out later, but for now, just keep your
eyes peeled for household items that are on
sale.
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Our Commitment to Vacinations and Safety
In Person Worship Resumes
Sunday, June 6 at NEW TIME:11:00
Our Sunday schedule, June through August:
9:00 a.m.
Zoom Fellowship and Prayer
meeting (Similar to previous, at
a new time)
11:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary;
masks required
This new schedule incorporates our
normal summer break for education.
If the zoom gathering continues to be
popular, we will have education
on a different day in the fall, and reserve
Sunday for fellowship and worship.
If interest drops off, we may
discontinue the zoom gathering.

In Person Fellowship/Coffee Hour

Because we want to provide a safe and
healthy environment we have waited on
vaccinations. A recent poll of members by
the Deacons found that 95% of the
congregation will be two weeks past their
second Covid by June. We will continue to
monitor the CDC and local government
guidelines, as well as the practices of
businesses, as we go forward. Masks will be
required in the building for the month of
June. You will be asked to sit socially
distanced, but may sit nearer to immediate
family members or those you choose. Hand
sanitizer will be available and we will not
“pass the peace” nor shake hands as a
ritual. If you choose to mail your offering or
place it in a receptacle in the narthex you
may, though we will pass plates for those
who are comfortable using them. A
plexiglass barrier will surround the pulpit so
the pastor can preach with a mask
removed. Food will not be provided after
worship but you are welcome to stay and
chat.
We may revise these protocols in late June
or July as things change.

The Fellowship/Coffee Hour will be on hold
as we return to in person church.
There will be no refreshments or gatherings
indoors at the end of the Sunday service.
However, you may decide to bring your own
chair and snack to meet up with friends
outdoors on the church grounds. This would
be organized by individuals and not
sponsored by the Fellowship Commission.
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Other News
A group of people will have been trained to
act as ushers.
Hand sanitizer will be available at the
entrance.
Zoom Continues
Because of the growth of our Sunday zoom
gathering, we will keep offering one at 9:00
a.m. through the summer months. Kathleen
will continue to host this zoom gathering
through at least the month of June. You may
attend both the zoom gathering at 9a.m.
and the 11a.m. in person service or choose
one or the other. The zoom gathering will
include a check in and prayer like it has, but
not a sermon nor hymns. If interest drops off,
we may discontinue the zoom gathering in
July or August. If not, we will revise the fall
schedule to accommodate it. Session and
Deacons will continue to use zoom for some
meetings for convenience.

Doors will be open for air floor, weather
permitting.
To maintain social distancing, we may use
the choir loft, the cry room, the narthex, and
the fellowship hall for additional seating.
The sermon will be recorded each Sunday
and posted on the website the following
Tuesday.

So What’s Next?
As usual, Education classes will be taking a
vacation during the summer. We will be
planning to start up again in the Fall. This will
give us time to figure out what that will look
like post-Covid.
Some things that we will be needing to
decide is whether we want to continue to
use Zoom, or is in-person the way to go.

Outdoor Worship and Communion
Worship committee and the pastor plan for
an outdoor worship service on Sunday, July
25 at 11am. This will be our first communion
service after returning to in person worship.
We will NOT have communion on June 6 nor
July 4 because of the risks still associated
with shared food. We hope the outdoor
experience will allow for added safety as we
celebrate communion. You are encouraged
to bring your lawn chair and a picnic basket
with communion elements on July 25.
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There traditionally has been a Bible study
before church that follows the Lectionary.
Do we continue to do that before church, or
is there a desire to switch it up to an evening
(like Monday or Wednesday? Zoom or inperson?)
Also, if we have a separate ‘book study’, as
we have had on Monday nights, do we
want to continue that on Zoom, in person,
on Monday or Wednesday?
Lots of things to consider, and we would
welcome any input and suggestions that
you have
June July 2021

international aid agencies. Winnie Barron's
vision has taken root and celebrates the
successes of many of its children who have
completed education and are now selfsupporting citizens giving back to the
Makindu community.
The Makindu Childrens Program offers hope!

Priscilla Circle
Priscilla Circle has supported the MAKINDU
CHILDREN'S CENTER for many years. Here is
the back story of how the Program began
for those of you who do not know or who
have forgotten.
In 1996, Oregon paramedic, Winnie Barron,
volunteered as a medic in Makindu (in a
rural region of eastern Kenya) and met the
hungry, sick, and dying orphans the
community could not find ways to support.
With a local teacher, Dianah Nyzomo, she
planned a children's center and with help of
friends in Oregon, founded Makindu
Children's Program in 1998.
Barron and her supporters decided the
program would succeed by going one step
at a time following suggestions from the
community. Instead of maintaining an
orphanage, the children are placed with
foster parents (typically grandparents, the
poorest in the area, who are receiving no
aid). During the day, the children come to
the Program Center to receive food, bathe,
and wash their clothes. They receive
medical check-ups, educational fees paid
at public schools, and receive job training.
They are also taught nutrition, HIV/AIDS
awareness, and learn to garden.

Work Party
The work party did a stupendous job on the
outside of our church. As Carol Jones
reported, “The Church Grounds look
gorgeous! The good smell of the barkdust,
the cleaned walkways and door
entrance. Thank you to all of you hard
workers.”

Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for the August newsletter is July
16. If you have articles you would like to see
in the newsletter, please send them to
beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com

Today, hundreds of children from infants to
18 years are served by the Center. The staff
is hired locally and cooperates with other
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Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith
established during childhood helps ensure
lifelong faith and service. The patterns and
lessons established during these formative
years continue to bear fruit throughout a
person's life. By supporting the Pentecost
Offering, we are nurturing the faith of those
who are the church to come - children,
youth, and young adults. A gift to the
Pentecost Offering helps the church
encourage, develop, and support its young
people, and also address the needs of at-risk
children. Forty percent of the Pentecost
offering can be retained by individual
congregations wanting to make an impact
in the lives of young people within their own
community. The remaining 60% is used to
support children-at-risk, youth, and young
adults through ministries of the Presbyterian
Mission Agency.
This year at Plymouth, our 40% will be sent to
the Backpack project. The St. Helens School
District Backpack Program is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization operated jointly by St.
Helens First UMC and Columbia Pacific Food
Bank. The program provides children with
food to take home for the weekend. All food
is child-friendly, non-perishable, and easy to
prepare. Delivery occurs on the last day of
the school week to children who request it.
Please, as you always do, give generously to
the Pentecost Offering. We are supporting
our future by doing so. This is the work of the
church.
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June 4
June 13
June 20
June 21

James Gates
Leanne Fischer
Larry Meres
John-Paul Daly

July 1
July 2
July 2
July 19
July 20
July 21
July 22
July 28

Janis Knox
Howard Knytych
Darrel Purkerson
Margaret Smith
Connie Gunn
Jan Stites
Alice Whitely
Jay Perry

We are continuing to gather items for a
rummage sale to be held later this summer,
date still to be determined. We are now
especially asking for furniture items. The
Rummage Sale team and Mission are
working together and hope to be able to
help families getting off the street find items
they need at either no cost or what they
can afford to donate. Our intent will be to
do a voucher/appointment process prior to
our full rummage sale. This endeavor is in
early planning stages, but if you have any
furniture or any other donations please
contact Adrienne at 503-975-4201 to
coordinate your contributions.
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June 2021.
Sunday

6
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
13
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
20
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
27
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

1

2

7
Deacons meeting
1;30, outside
14

8

19

11

12

15

9
SESSION MEETING
6:15 P.M.
16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

Thursday
1

2

3

July 2021.
Sunday

4
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M
11
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
18
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
25
zoom at 9 a.m.
In person at 11:00 A.M.
Outdoors with communion
Bring your own chair &
communion elements

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

17

19

20

21

22

16
Newsletter
deadline
23

26

27

28

29

30

31
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24

When times are tough, gratitude can feel out of reach. But studies
show that gratitude helps people feel more positive emotions, build
strong relationships, and improve their health. Here are some easy ways
to feel and show gratitude
Send someone who has made a difference in your life a handwritten
note.
Take time to remember good things that happened today.
Give your time to friends or family you haven’t thought about lately.
Do something to show you care.
Remember, you can make someone’s day simply by smiling at them.

PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2615 SYKES ROAD
ST. HELENS, OR 97051

FIRST CLASS MAIL
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