
Page 1  December 2021 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
THIS TIME OF year always seems to sneak up on me.  My sister’s birthday is the middle of 
November, and it seems as if all our family does from then on for the next six weeks is get 
together to eat and celebrate!  I’m writing this just before Thanksgiving, and I would be 
seriously remiss if I didn’t say a huge THANK YOU to each of you reading this newsletter: I am 
so grateful to be serving in this wonderful congregation!  I am only temporary, but this is a real 
treat.  You all have made this position a real joy, so: THANK YOU!  Many thanks for who you 
are, for all you do at and for Plymouth, and for this community and for the whole Kingdom. 
 
And soon it will be Advent.  “Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people  
free; . . .”  Things in this country are not calming down yet from the virus.  Things in the Middle 
East rarely seem to calm down.  Issues surrounding immigration are major in many countries, 
including our own.  “From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.”  We 
weren’t created to be afraid of each other, or to dislike each other, or to take out our 
frustrations against each other.  We were created to love each other, to care for each other.  
Too many are hungry, too many don’t have homes.  “Israel’s strength and consolation, hope 
of all the earth thou art; . . .”  Jesus was given to us that we might learn how to love God and 
how to love each other.  How did Jesus encounter the stranger?  What did Jesus do when 
someone was hungry?  How did Jesus react when someone was hurting?  “Dear desire of 
every nation, joy of every longing heart.”  Maybe during this Advent season we can work at 
bringing joy to Jesus’ heart by bringing joy to some of those around us.  We will be gathering 
our Christmas Joy offering; that will bring joy to those who need it and receive it.  There will be 
other opportunities for us to contribute during this season.  Sales people we encounter will 
need our smiles and kind words even more in the next few weeks.  Usually we can tell when a 
family member or friend needs a kind word or a quick prayer.  Let’s see what we can do 
during this Advent time to bring a bit of the Kingdom closer each day. 
 
Blessings.  
Pat Berger   
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December Lectionary Readings 
 
December 5   Second Sunday of Advent  
Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10; 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 
 
December 12.  Third Sunday of Advent 
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Isaiah 12:2-6; 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 
 
December 19   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a; Luke 1:46-55 or Psalm 80:1-7; 
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 
 
December 24   Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96:1-13;  
Titus 3:4-47; Luke 2:(1-7) 8-20 
 
December 25   Christmas 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1-9; 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12); John 1:1-14 
 
December 26   First Sunday of Christmas 
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Psalm 148; 
Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 
 
 
 

 
Attendance 

   
 
  October 17  26 
  October 24  25 
  October 31  31 
  November 7 26 

 

 
October 2021 Income and Expense Report 

 October 2021 YTD 2021 
Income $4,145.83 $70,522.39 
Expense  $2,637.04 $72,421.24 
Net  $1,508.79 -($1,898.85) 

 

 
 

 
     Priscilla  Circle 

 
“Wherever there is a human being there is 
an opportunity for kindness.”   Seneca 
 (from the book “Random Acts of Kindness”) 
 
The women of Priscilla Circle are performing 
their last act of kindness as we come to a 
close and go on temporary hold. Every year 
we donate sleepwear, underwear and socks 
to the DHS children.  It is always accepted as 
a welcome gift by the people who keep 
these items on their shelves, ready to use for 
the children who find themselves in 
unpleasant situations.  This year we were 
able to purchase 17 sleepwear, 46 
underwear and 50 pair of socks.  They will be 
delivered before the end of 
November.  Thank you to everyone who 
contributed money to this cause. 
      
The Makindu mission will be ongoing.  Any 
donations may be put in the offering 
collection.  Please mark for “Makindu” and it 
will be noted on your tithing record. 
 
Thank you everyone who has supported 
Priscilla Circle for so many years.  Continue 
on with your thoughtful “Acts of Kindness! 
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Boxing Day 
We are in the home stretch for gathering 
items for Boxing Day.  We have a good 
supply of toothbrushes, but most other areas 
we could certainly use more. Paper 
products, aluminum foil, dish, hand and 
laundry soap, shampoo and conditioner are 
needed.   We also accept monetary 
donations to round things out as we shop. 
 
 

 
Christmas Joy 

One of the four special offerings we receive 
throughout the year, Christmas Joy Offering 
reflects that God is with us through the 
generous gifts that support church leaders 
among us. 
             
50% of the offering assists current and retired 
church workers and their families with critical 
financial needs 
             
50% of the offering makes it possible for 
students to learn and grow in faith at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 
equipping communities of color. 
 
We will be receiving the Christmas Joy 
Offering throughout the month of 
December. 
            Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 

 
Change for Change 

 
Thanks to you tossing your pocket/ purse 
change into the collection plate this last 
quarter, we collected over $200. That 
money will go to The Backpack Project. This 
project gives a backpack full of food on the 
weekend to school students who are living 
with food insecurity. The local area is 
handing out more than 100 backpacks per 
week. Our change can help make a 
difference. 
 
The next quarter we will be splitting the 
money we gather with half going to help 
Makindu Orphanage.  It has been a mission 
project for Priscilla Circle for over a 
decade.  Priscilla Circle has not been able 
to meet for over a year and a half, so 
their giving has been reduced. The other 
half of the change collected will stay in the 
local area. 
 
 
 
 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 
The deadline for the January newsletter is 
December 17. If you have articles you would 
like to see in the newsletter, please send 
them to beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com. 
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Empty Prescription Bottles 

 
Any time you have empty prescription 
bottles or supplement bottles, please 
remove the labels and donate them to the 
church. They will be given to SnowCap 
Charities, who will fill the empty bottles with 
shampoos and lotions and distribute them to 
the homeless. You will be contributing to a 
good cause as well as putting less trash in 
the landfill. 
 
 
 
 

 
It's a Zoom Christmas Fellowship 

 
On Monday evening, December 13, 2021 at 
7 pm, we will once again have a Zoom 
celebration. You may welcome all the Zoom 
guests into your home for an evening of 
sharing. 
 
What will we be sharing? you ask. How 
about your “Most Memorable Christmas” or 
your “Favorite Meal/Recipe”? Of course, 
anything else that is important to you will fit 
in perfectly. And, wear that “ugly” sweater if 
you have one! 
 

Please let Wendy or Kathleen know if you 
would like a Zoom invitation. See you there! 
 

 
 
December 2    Pat Berger 
December 9    Pat Brown 
December 9    Libby Shoultz 
December 10    Gina Harrington 
December 10    Michele Rae   
December 13.           Bill Eagle 
December 27    Ken Anderson 
December 31    Kathleen Dinwiddie 
December 31    Anita Kjos 
 
 
 

 
 
As you know, this year our Christmas Bazaar 
is an in-house event. Items for sale will be on 
display in the Fellowship Hall. Take a look. 
Maybe you’ll find that perfect Christmas gift, 
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Recycling Plastic 
 
Hate to throw away plastic that can’t be put 
in your recycle bin? NEVER FEAR! The 
Lutheran Church, on the corner of 4th and 
Wyeth in St. Helens, is collecting all kinds of 
plastic, from paper towel wrappers to 
disposable communion cups and everything 
in between. They have a collection box right 
inside their front door. Take it in when their 
staff is there and toss it in the box.  It is sent to 
a company that recycles it into material to 
make benches.  There is one outside the 
church in memory of Nancy Stuzman, a 
church member and volunteer for 
Community Meals who died of cancer over 
a year ago. This is another way we can be 
good earth stewards! 
 

 
 

 
 

Former member, Christina Quiroz, passed 
away on October 11th at age 99 1/2 years in 
her California home. She was seated at the 
supper table when she died. While living in 
Scappoose with her son, Christina did a lot 
of sewing of items for the PPC bazaar. She 
lived a long, full life 

 
Go Paperless 

  
If you are currently receiving paper copies 
of the PPC newsletter, consider going 
paperless. 
 
All you need is a computer.  The PPC 
newsletter will be emailed to you monthly.  It 
is also available on the church website 
at https://plychurch.org .   The website also 
has up to a year’s worth of prior months. 
   
The advantages to this is, faster delivery, 
adjustable print size, it's environmentally 
friendly, and a cost saving to the church for 
stamps, paper, and labor in preparation.  If 
this is a good option for you, contact Gina 
Harrington and let her know you want to go 
Paperless. 
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule   
 
We need help! 
 
December 5, 2021   Greeters/Ushers:    
     Lay Leader:  Wendy Wells         
 
December 12, 2021  Greeters/Ushers:  Wendy Wells and Becky Frazier       
     Lay Leader:           Marilyn Brinster 
 
 
December 19, 2021  Greeters/Ushers:   

Lay Leader:         Gina Harringtpn 
 
December 26, 2021    Greeters/Ushers: Helen Purkerson and Jon Dickson  

Lay Leader:          Becky Frazier 
 

 

 
 
                                  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Remember to Welcome Those New to Plymouth 

 
 

Please greet people new to our church. Introductions, name tags, the newsletter, 
and connecting during coffee hour make our church warm and inviting. Thank you 
for your kindness. 
 

Hospitality is one form of worship.    
The Talmud 
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   2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 

 
Communion 
Worship at 11 
a.m. 

6 7 8 

 
Session on 
Zoom, 6:15 
p.m. 

9 10 
            

11 
            

12 

 
Worship at 11 
a.m. 

13 
 

 
 
7 p.m. 

14 15 16 17 

 
Newsletter deadline 

18 

19 

 
Worship at 11 
a.m. 

20 21 

 

22 23 24 

 

25 

 

26   
Boxing Day 
Worship at 11 
a.m. 

27 28 29 3\0 31 
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PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2615 SYKES ROAD 
ST. HELENS, OR   97051 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Silent Night was composed in 1818 by Franz Xaver Gruber to lyrics by Joseph 
Mohr in the small town of Oberndorf bei Salzburg, Austria. 


