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GLORY AND LIGHT ARISE 

Isaiah 60: 1-6; Matthew 2: 1-12 

Epiphany of the Lord • January 2, 2022 

by Pat Berger 

 

"We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar . . ." -- we 

will be singing that song in a few minutes.  And maybe we will hear it 

a bit differently this time, after we think about the words that the writer 

of the Gospel according to Matthew has for us this morning. 

 

We see right away that the writer does not call these visitors, "kings," 

although that has been the tradition for a good long time.  Most 

versions of the Bible call these men, "wise men;" the Greek word can 

also be translated, "astrologers."  Also we notice that it doesn't say that 

there were three of these wise men; it does mention three gifts, which 

is likely why we presume three wise men -- places in the Eastern church 

celebrated 12 kings!  It is thought that the visitors belonged to the 

priestly caste of Zoroastrians.  This group paid particular attention to 

stars, and had an international reputation for astrology -- and at that 

time, astrology had high regard as a science.  So they were scientists, 

and they practiced another religion -- AND God used them and their 

faith and their knowledge as one way of letting the Hebrew people 

know that their Messiah, their Savior, had been born. 

 

"God," one commentator writes, "seems to do whatever it takes to 

reach out to and embrace all people."  Jesus' birth was first 

announced by angels to shepherds caring for their flocks.  A star was 

used to draw today's important visitors to the child.  And these 

foreigners, these scientists, who practiced other religions, announced 

the birth to political and religious leaders of God's chosen people.  Of 

course, we will see in weeks to come that Jesus works this way, too: he 

eats with sinners, he touches unclean people, he even brings people 

who have died back to life.  No one, no one is beyond God's ultimate 

reach. 

 

Notice, too, that the astrologers' visit was not entirely well-received by 

the chosen people.  Herod, we are told, "was frightened, and all 



 2 

Jerusalem with him."  Herod no doubt liked being king, and certainly 

did not want to hear that a new king, one foretold by a prophet no 

less, was in the land.  And the people may not always have been 

thrilled with Herod's leadership, but at least they knew what it was.  A 

new king might mean -- in all likelihood, would mean -- all new rules, 

and those rules might be harder to live with than what they had with 

Herod. 

 

But: God worked through these wise men.  God did not call these 

visitors by excellent preaching, or faithful liturgy, or a welcoming 

congregation with greeters at the door.  God reached out this time to 

wise men who came seeking Jesus after studying the stars.  The wise 

men disappear right after these verses; we aren't told if they turned to 

The One God of the Hebrew people after having had this experience 

-- simply disappeared into faith history after following a light; after 

following The Light. 

 

This light would have reminded the faithful ones, the chosen ones, of 

Isaiah's words that we heard Wendy read from Isaiah.  "Arise, shine; for 

your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you." 

 

That line, commentator Dirk Lange writes, ". . . is like a thunderbolt of 

glory."  It was written in about the 6th century BCE as the exiles 

returned from Babylonia to Jerusalem.  Things were not peaceful 

between those who returned and the ones who had stayed -- these 

people weren't fighting those from other countries; they were fighting 

among themselves.  The city was in ruins, living conditions were difficult 

if not just plain miserable.  When you read chapters 58 and 59 of Isaiah, 

this doom and gloom is easy to envision, unfortunately.  And then, 

suddenly, "Arise, shine; for your light has come, . . ."  This doesn't 

apparently happen because the people shaped up, got their act 

together, or in any other way became exactly the people God had 

in mind for them to be.  This happened because God is who God is.  

God came, God arose, and God shone forth in glory.  And God did 

all of this unconditionally.  We see this repeatedly in the Hebrew 

scriptures: during the exodus, the people complained and God sent 

food for them, every day; Moses asked to see God and God said no 
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-- and eventually the people saw God's glory in the temple.  God's 

presence is salvific; God's presence is glory.  God does not possess 

glory, Lange writes; "God is glory."  And this glory is not just for those 

who are the faithful ones.  God's glory expands and expands, always, 

for all creation. 

 

Epiphany is about God revealing God's self to all of the people.  Ours 

is that same God: the one who loves and wants to be in relationship 

with all -- all -- people.  And God is with us now, here and wherever 

we find ourselves.  The light shines around each of us, a commentator 

writes, and the light is within us.  Perhaps, he writes, we are "glory-

deficient."  We are too busy, or too consumed with our own lives, or 

too worried about what might happen near or far tomorrow -- too 

something to experience God in us and around us.  Emanuel.  God 

with us.  Some days life seems chaotic, and God is with us.  Some days 

we see or hear of great tragedy, and God is with us.  Some days the 

challenges seem very great, and our progress seems very small, and 

God is with us.  Enough of "glory-deficiency!"  The light and hope of 

"God with us," Emanuel, they are where it begins in each of us.  The 

seeds of transformation are in us; we are the ones called to create 

and nurture new life.  Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

 

Let us pray.    


