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The poet Mary Oliver wrote this poem called The Summer Day: 

Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean - 

the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down - 

who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 

which is what I have been doing all day. 

Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 



+ Mary Oliver 

We each gather together as the church. We come from different life stages and situations. We 

come with our own hurts and joys. We come pondering questions about purpose and meaning. 

“What is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?”  

Being here today, you and I are declaring that we want to be together. We want to be together 

as the church. 

 

Have you heard of Ubuntu? It is the South African philosophy that declares, “I am because we 

are.” We are interconnected as humans. Our humanity is only fully actualized in relationship 

with others.  

 

Our texts for today declare this too. In Nehemiah the people gather together to hear the 

Instruction of the Lord read from early morning to midday.  The people gathered together after 

much hardship. They had been exiled from the land, basically told to pack up and walk 

hundreds of miles to Babylon to live in the homeland of their aggressor who destroyed the 

Temple of Solomon which had been the center of worship for 500 years and where they went to 

meet God. It was the biggest treasure they’d ever had. And now they gathered after the new 

Temple had been rebuilt and the walls of the city of Jerusalem were standing, providing some 

protection and a feeling of stability. BUT they had lost so much, earlier when the foundation for 

the new temple had been completed many of the older people wept because the new Temple 

was not nearly as grand as the first Temple. We can almost feel the rawness and the reality of 

such mixed emotions. (Will we ever be the same as we were before the pandemic? Will I ever 

be the same?) 

 

When the Persians conquered Babylon, they let many return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple 

and their homes. The rebuilding was nearing an end, and now it was time to celebrate and re-

form as a body. So how did they reunite as a people? They listened to the Instruction of the 

Lord written on a scroll and heard its interpretation. Then they feasted. They were knit together 

again through a common calling: A call to be the People of God. 

 

We gather in much the same way today to hear the Instruction of the Lord from the book. We 

listen to its reading and interpretation. We are formed into a body by this practice. We are 

formed by a shared mission and call to use our one precious life for a common purpose.  

 

I think of all of you, and of your first time back in the sanctuary in June 2021. You came back 

and celebrated the work of God at Easter. God’s power to transform and resurrect, God’s power 

to do the impossible.   

The mission of Plymouth Presbyterian Church is to grow spiritually through joyful 

worship, thoughtful study and welcoming fellowship, to be 

responsible and thankful stewards of God's gifts, and to serve 

others in our community and the world. 



 
This week’s Gospel reading is Jesus going to his hometown synagogue and reading from the 

scroll of Isaiah and revealing his mission.  

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because God has anointed me to bring good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 

the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

Then Jesus added: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” (Next week we read 

and think about the response of his neighbors there, but for now, we just ponder part of the 

mission and purpose of Jesus.) We along with the people in the synagogue that day are 

challenged to look outward in sharing Christ’s mission. 

 

We can see Plymouth’s mission in both of these passages. We grow together as a people 

gathered in worship, study and fellowship like the people gathered to celebrate a new start to 

the people of God after much time away. We are good stewards of God’s gifts to be able to 

share more with others and to serve others in our community and the world. We are the hands 

and feet of Christ. In fact the other Scripture for today which we did not read is I Corinthians 

12:12-26 about the Body of Christ. Together we are the Body of Christ. We trust each other and 

use our gifts to their full potential, and we support one another. 

 

There’s a story of a little boy who had trouble going to sleep at night. He would cry out to his 

mother to come be with him. She would yell back “Go to sleep Jesus is with you.” This 

happened again and again. The mother one time yelled back “Jesus is with you,” and the son 

replied, “I need Jesus with skin on.” We are called to be Jesus with skin on. 

 

The other night at dinner I was reflecting on the lectionary passages for this week.  My son said, 

“it’s like Jumanji.” What? I said. He said, “You know how they were 4 people who were very 

different but united with a common mission and purpose.” I thought what an interesting idea so I 

watched the 2017 movie again. It stars Dwayne the rock Johnson, Kevin Hart and Jack Black. 

The description is “4 teens find adventure as adults inside a video game that transports them to 

the jungle.” 4 high schoolers get in trouble for various reasons and end up in detention together. 

They start off very separate and slowly grow together into a team. The principal says to them, 

“This is what you should be thinking about: Who you are at this moment in time and who you 

want to be. You get one life. You decide how you’re going to spend it.” They have to clean out 

the computer center and they find a video game that transports them to a jungle and transforms 

each one into a different character. They are picked up by Nigel Bilingsley who has a letter for 

them declaring their mission- to return a special jewel to its proper place. They are to use their 

complementary skills. Each has gifts to use for the common good. They learn to trust each other 

and even sacrifice for the other, while accomplishing the mission and uniting as a group. They 

were united by their mission. 

 

 

As the church we are the people of God who continue to be united around our mission to love 

God and neighbor and we still gather to hear the Lord’s instruction. Let us be united in mission 

and calling, moving forward together. 



 

Oh Lord, you take us from our individual self-centered world to a life shared with others who 

love you. You care about each of us. Thank you for that rich blessing. In Jesus name, Amen. 


