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Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 

pressing in on him to hear the word of God,  

He saw 2 boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and 

were washing their nets. 

He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 

little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and 

let down your nets for a catch.” 

Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. 

Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 

break. 

So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came 

and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 

 

But when Simon saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, 

Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 

 

For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 

 

And so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” 

 

When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

—------------------------- 

 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died (740BC), I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; 

each had 6 wings…And one called to another and said: “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord 

of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house 

filled with smoke and I said:”Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips; yet 

my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”  

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the 

altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this 
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has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” Then I 

heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And 

I said, “Here I am; send me!” 

Today's biblical texts call us into discipleship as we are, in the messy reality of our lives, 

and remind us that God is present through whatever change comes. 

 

I don’t know if you are like me in thinking that one day I will be more in shape, or more 

financially stable, or just better somehow, and then I will have the energy or the ability to 

be a better student or follower of God and just an all around better person and I’ll have 

no more excuses. But God calls Isaiah, Simon, James and John as they are and they 

are changed in the process. Maybe it’s the same for us. 

 

Isaiah was called in the year that King Uzziah died. 

“In the year that King Uzziah died” doesn’t mean much to us but to the first audience of 

Isaiah it meant a lot. King Uzziah had been king for 52 years. Now change was brewing. 

For us: “In the year that COVID began” or “In the year that Pastor David retired” mean 

more. What are the important time markers for Plymouth? I have heard about different 

ministries, events and pastors coming and going. I’d love to hear the big time markers 

for you personally. 

We all have our markers, our big events. I know that I mark time by when my children 

were born and when my dad died. OK so that was before Emily was born, but after 

Preston… 

 

Isaiah’s call happens in a year when chaos and change seemed to abound. What was 

going to happen next? Perhaps Isaiah was in the temple praying and was asking God 

such questions when he had this grand vision of the Lord sitting on a throne high above 

everything, and the hem of his robe filling the temple.  

Isaiah’s call to ministry happens in the 6th chapter. Scholars say that it shows that the 

message is more important than the messenger. Seraphim- flying snake creatures that 

were depicted in ancient art even in Egypt- flew around the Lord and sang “Holy, Holy, 

Holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” God’s holiness awed and 

paralyzed Isaiah who said, “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips; yet 

my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” Isaiah confessed his sense of 

unworthiness and sinfulness. Then one of the winged snake creatures flew over and 

touched his lips with a hot coal from the altar. And that ushered in the Assurance of 

Forgiveness: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and 

your sin is blotted out.” 

Maybe you all would like us to change how we do the Assurance of Forgiveness here. 

Live coal to the lips anyone?  

Isaiah said, “My eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” He was willing to follow 

because he had personally seen with his own eyes the awesomeness of God. 
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Then Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord asking, “Whom shall I send, and who will go 

for us?” And Isaiah said, “Here I am; send me!”  

 

Isaiah’s call is so beautiful and awesome, full of awe. It is mysterious and we see God 

as Transcendent, high and lofty. Not incredibly approachable, but keeping the big 

picture in mind for all- sovereign.  

 

Nothing but Isaiah’s willingness made him more able to go for God. I almost think that 

we kind of want to feel that our call was because we are special. It is almost humbling to 

believe that God can use us as we are. It takes the power away from us and puts it 

solely in God’s hands. It is God’s mercy and grace that usher us into service.  

 

We are called to faithfulness, and the outcome is totally up to God. We aren’t called to 

success or glamor or perfection but to faithfulness.  

 

Faithfulness is hard. We need worship and awe to keep us going in our call, in our 

ministry, in our life. Isaiah felt awe.  

 

If we move to our Gospel text in Luke 5. We find Jesus standing on the edge of the Sea 

of Galilee, or Lake Geneserath. Jesus stood at the edge of the water with the crowd 

pressing in on him while he was teaching. That sounds pretty stressful. So he got into 

an empty boat and sat and continued teaching while Simon moved the boat a bit.  

 

My husband and I in college on a semester abroad went to the Sea of Galilee and stood 

along the banks where a natural amphitheater was created. If you stood near the lake 

and whispered, everyone could hear you. 

 

Jesus tells Simon to put the nets out into the deep. Simon answered, “Master, we have 

worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down 

the nets.” That is faithfulness. Simon and his partners had cleaned the nets and were 

exhausted and probably discouraged. They were also professional fishermen. Who was 

this carpenter giving them fishing advice? But they did it. 

 

“When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to 

break.So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 

came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.” Peter responded with 

confession and worship just like Isaiah. “But when Simon saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ 

knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching 

people.” 
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When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 

 

Simon, James and John had seen the Lord in action. They left everything and followed. 

Worship, Confession, Following 

 

Like Isaiah, Simon, James and John we are called to follow the Lord. We come together 

today to worship the One who has shown up for us in some way. In some way that we 

maybe can’t articulate but we know in the depths of our being that God has been faithful 

and is awesome.  

 

We come knowing that we have made mistakes and still aren’t exactly who we want to 

be, but we come anyway. We come confessing and accepting God’s forgiveness.  

 

We follow as we are because like Isaiah “our eyes have seen the Lord.” The high and 

lofty God showed up for us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. How 

amazing it must have been to hear his teaching along the lake? Just to be in his 

presence.  

 

We too have our moments of feeling the presence of God the Creator, Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit. For many one such moment can happen during communion when we come 

to the Lord’s table. We remember and honor and worship our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ when we are called to the table.  

 

May we be faithful followers of our God. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


