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We get just a small piece today of Moses with the Hebrew people, in the words 

that Becky read for us from the Book of the Exodus.  There are various readings 

throughout the lectionary of the story of the Hebrew people as they participated 

in what we know as The Exodus from Egypt and then wandered through the 

desert, finally reaching the land that God had promised to Abraham and his 

descendants.  We remember that Moses brought tablets inscribed with the Ten 

Commandments down from Mount Sinai after God had given them to him.  Those 

tablets were broken; God saw a need for these mightily disobedient people to 

be reminded of the law and had Moses make two new tablets and come back 

up the mountain to have another chat; our story today finds Moses once again 

on his way down the mountain with new tablets inscribed with the law. 

 

The difference this time is: Moses' face was shining.  He didn't know that his face 

was shining, but all of those who saw him were frightened; they hadn't quite seen 

anything like this before.  This shining is one way that the Hebrew word for "glory" 

can be translated.  "Glory" is also a word that can mean that one has seen God.  

So: Moses had been in the presence of God, in God's glory, and that had 

impacted him not only internally but also, this time, externally: his face was shining.  

He put a veil over his face after he talked with the people; he would take the veil 

away when he spoke with God and when he spoke with the people, but the rest 

of the time he wore the veil, in order to protect the people. 

 

What are we to make of this shining?  It can remind us of a portion of the story of 

Jesus' birth: "In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified."  Both "glory" and 

"shining" in that verse, too.  Does God shine?  And the Hebrew people had been 

"afraid" when they saw Moses shining; the shepherds were "terrified" at seeing the 

glory of the Lord. 

 

And then we have our reading from Luke, about his transfiguration.  Jesus also 

came down from a mountain, after having spent time alone in prayer, in the 

presence of God, of God's glory.  It doesn't say that his face was shining, but it 

does say that, "the appearance of his face had changed."  His clothes, matching 

the image of the day, "became dazzling white."  The Greek translates most literally 

to, "gleam flinging" -- wouldn't we love for our whites to be "gleam flinging"?!  

Sounds as if they must almost have been . . . shining!  Moses and Elijah were talking 

with Jesus, about his departure -- which is a translation of the word exodus, by the 

way.  Peter entered the conversation, clearly before his brain was engaged, 



certainly before his faith was engaged, and a cloud descended on them, at 

which time they were terrified. 

 

Time spent alone with God, in God's presence or glory, clearly changes one.  It is 

also clear that that change does not automatically effect change for those who 

meet with those who have met with God.  Those who saw and heard Moses 

doubted God, tried to change God's plan.  Much later, the disciples did not 

understand.  Peter wanted to stay at the place of the transfiguration of Jesus, and 

not move forward into what we know would be the last 40 days of Jesus' ministry 

on earth.  They all show themselves to be -- well, to be the divinely beloved 

children of God: that would be, people.  They make mistakes.  And God again, 

each time, shows God's self to be a God of love and mercy and patience.  

 

What of us?  Does the fact that we know that we are God's faithful, beloved 

children show on our faces and in our lives?  And isn't this an interesting, horrific 

week to be asking that question?!  It has been a week when, if one committed to 

a sermon too soon, one might have had the gift of getting to write it all over again: 

things in Russia and Ukraine, and as a result the whole world, were changing too 

much and too fast.  The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly of the PCUSA wrote 

a message this week that can be found on the PCUSA website.  In part, he wrote, 

"The world needs to bring both parties to the negotiating table.  We stand in 

solidarity with Ukraine and lift up her people, praying for their safety.  We fear for 

them.  May they be shielded from the costs of war.  May they find shelter from the 

conflict.  We pray also for our siblings in Russia who are speaking loudly against 

this war, who demonstrate in the streets despite the risks."   

 

We have been created to show God's glory, to bear God's glory to each one we 

encounter all day and every day.  And we don't have any trouble at all around 

here finding examples of when we have been glory-bearers.  In a church that 

participates in the world-wide mission programs of the denomination, that 

supports people in need nationally and in the Presbytery and right here in St. 

Helens, and is about to begin several wonderful local Lent projects: there is no 

question that when we hear how the church will ask its members to support those 

in Ukraine, we will be on it!  We won't be able to do it all, but like others who have 

been called, we will show that we are a part of seeing and bearing the glory of 

God.  We keep working at it; we are on the way.  Theologian Karl Barth wrote, 

"God is the one who makes us radiant.  We ourselves cannot put on bright faces.  

But neither can we prevent them from shining.  Looking to God, our faces shine."  

Thanks be to God. 

 

And now, looking to God, let us pray. 

 

 

 


