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In times of trial, the answer to these questions becomes obvious: 

Whom do we worship? In whom do we put our hope and trust? In 

whom or what do we find rest? 

 

This is what is at stake in the readings for today on this First Sunday 

of Lent.  

 

Our Deuteronomy passage today invites us to give of our first fruits as 

we celebrate what God has already done in our lives. A part of the 

Communion Liturgy each month is the Great Thanksgiving where we 

acknowledge some of what God has done for us as a people, as 

God’s people. We remember the times of God’s faithfulness and care 

throughout tough times.  

We remember how we got here.  

 

Our lives of faith are a gift. Our lives, as they are, are a gift and a 

grace. We all have so much to be thankful for. Our very relationship to 

God is a gift from God, and was nurtured by others. Gail made the 

beautiful banners that hang on the sanctuary walls reminding us of the 

love of God in Christ. Adrienne and Gina decorated the sanctuary with 

purple material, even way up there on the cross. (Point to cross) 

Marilyn designed that cross, and the giant cross outside was made by 

Gina’s father and others. All of this was done out of love for God and a 

desire to pass on the benefits of a life of faith, a life lived with God.  

 

Margaret’s beautiful piano music also serves to remind us of God. 

Remember and give thanks for all the pastors, Sunday School 



teachers, youth leaders, parents, friends at Plymouth and in your lives 

of faith wherever you were over the years. All gifts to learn from. Let’s 

take a moment to thank the saints among us and those that surround 

us in the great cloud of witnesses for nurturing our faith- out loud or in 

your hearts… 

Thank you God! This is our spiritual heritage. 

I am thankful for each of you and the contributions you make to the 

body of Christ.  

 

Each Sunday during Lent we move closer to the cross of Christ, and 

we also celebrate the Resurrection. We celebrate that God 

relentlessly, constantly reaches out to us. We didn’t do anything to 

deserve or earn this gift. Thank you God for your steadfast love that 

pursues us! 

 

In our Gospel lesson, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led by the 

Spirit into the wilderness. Jesus, still dripping with the waters of 

baptism, was firm in his identity as God’s beloved Son. The end of 

Luke chapter 3 has a genealogy which ends with “son of Adam, son of 

God.” If we recall Adam’s beginning in Genesis: “The Lord God 

formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils 

the breath of life, and the man became a living being.” The genealogy 

goes all the way back to the very breath of God.  

 

Did the breath of God, the Spirit of God have a smell? God’s 

breath still lives in us today. I imagine it smells of lavender and lilacs- 

no allergic reactions allowed from God’s life-giving breath. 

 

 

In Luke 3:22 as Jesus came up from the waters of baptism and was 

praying, “the heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon 



him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You 

are my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well pleased.”  

Jesus stepped into the wilderness deeply aware of who he was and 

whose he was. He was ready to begin his ministry. But first, he had to 

go through the testing in the wilderness. 

 

I like the way Professor of Christian Ministry at Duke Divinity 

School and Retired Bishop of the United Methodist Church, Will 

Willimon, articulated the temptation of Jesus. He writes,  

“When I think of temptation, I think of sin- lust, pride, greed, the 7 

deadlies, and other self-evident wrongs. Sin is complicity with evil, 

doing wrong, succumbing to bad desires.  

The temptations put before Jesus by Satan are different. ‘Jesus, 

I know you want to help people. Think of the good you could do for 

hungry people by turning these stones into bread.’ (Remember that 

Jesus said, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’) 

‘No? I can see your point. Feed somebody today, and they’ll be 

hungry tomorrow. You should do sustainable good by the only means 

we have of doing systemic effective good- politics. Take over the 

kingdoms of the world.’ (Remember Jesus said, “It is written, worship 

the Lord your God and serve only him.’) 

‘No? That’s true you are a spiritual leader. Throw yourself down 

from the pinnacle of the temple. Give solid, miraculous proof to 

struggling believers!” 

Jesus refuses. 

Satan’s temptations are not sexual, abusive, or immoral. Bread 

for the hungry, power used responsibly, and miraculous evidence- 

these are good things. And yet Jesus says, ‘No.’ 

 Why did Jesus refuse such tempting offers? What kind of savior 

would refuse to align with our expectations for God? We must wait 

and watch Jesus in action for the next 40 days of Lent. Satan departs 



and Jesus goes his way not as the God we thought we had to have 

but rather as the Savior he is.” 

 

It wasn’t about what Satan offered but how and why. Worshiping the 

Lord alone is not something to be left out or forgotten. No 

possessions- not even food, nor power, nor miraculous feats come 

before worshiping God.  

 

I don’t know about you, but one temptation it seems we are all facing 

is the temptation to despair. There is so much bad news all around- in 

the news and in our lives. How can we remain hopeful and full of 

faith? This week I read Psalm 46 and it really helped me.  

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though the 

mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.” Come behold the 

works of the Lord. .. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth, he 

breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 

Be still and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am 

exalted in all the earth. 

The Lord of hosts (armies) is with us. The God of Jacob is our refuge.” 

***A good reminder to place our hope in God. Where do you place 

your trust? What do you hope in above all else? These are what you 

truly worship. Is that what you want to worship?  


