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When I worked as an intern for the World Council of Churches, I 

learned that across the world, outside of the US, if you wanted to get 

an issue across you would write up an explanation of the issue and 

write out all the facts, and this would get peoples’ attention. But in the 

US you needed a STAR to represent the issue, usually without a star 

no one would really pay attention.  

 

There are heroes and unsung heroes. All people that have made a 

difference.  

 

Our text from Acts today is about the conversion of Paul on the road to 

Damascus. Paul is such a star. His name lives on. In fact, my dad, 

brother and myself are all named after him. He did write or inspire 

most of the New Testament, but he didn’t get there on his own. This 

hero needed many unsung heroes along the way.  

 

As a young man Paul, a Pharisee and Roman citizen, had been at the 

stoning of Stephen who as he was stoned said, “Lord, do not hold this 

sin against them.” Paul- then called Saul, had approved of the killing 

of Stephen, but was he somehow affected by the witness of Stephen- 

The beautiful and strange forgiveness that echoed Jesus on the cross 

when he said, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they did?”  

 

Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. We 

don’t know the names of these devout men, but their witness was 

important.  



Saul went out ravaging the church by entering house after house, 

dragging off both men and women and taking them to prison. Many 

followers of Jesus went around witnessing like Philip, Peter and John.  

 

Acts 9 begins, “Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 

against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him 

for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 

who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 

to Jerusalem.” This does not seem a likely Christian convert to me. 

God is pretty amazing and mysterious. Interesting that the earliest 

disciples of Jesus were called The Way, both men and women. So 

many names we don’t know.  

 

Saul is out to gather them all up in prison. But God had other plans. 

“Now as Saul was going along and approaching Damascus, 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the 

ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’ He asked, “Who are you, Lord (sir)?” The reply 

came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men 

who were traveling with him stood speechless because they 

heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground and 

though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led 

him by the hand and brought him to Damascus.” So we have Saul 

surrounded by a flash of light and a voice that even those around him 

could hear. There were people there who witnessed this and then led 

Saul by hand. Were they changed too?  

 

3 days Saul was blind and didn’t eat or drink. Then enters a disciple in 

Damascus named Ananias. We don’t hear much about Ananias, but 

his entry into the story is just like the call of a prophet in the Old 

Testament. In a vision, the Lord calls him by name, “Ananias.” He 



answers, “Here I am Lord.” The Lord says, “Get up and go to the 

street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 

Tarsus named Saul. He is praying and has seen a vision of a man 

named Ananias laying hands on him and regaining his sight.”  

 

But like Jonah before he was swallowed by the whale was told to go to 

Ninevah the evil city to declare that God would have mercy on them if 

they repented, Ananias didn’t want to share the message of grace and 

mercy with Saul who had been persecuting the church. “Lord I have 

heard from many about this man, and now he’s here to bind up 

those who invoke your name in Damascus.” But the Lord said, 

“GO, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel. I 

will show him how much he will suffer for my name.” 

  

So Ananias goes into the house where Saul is staying and lays hands 

on him and says, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to 

you on your way here has sent me so that you may regain your 

sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately scales fell 

from his eyes and he regained sight and strength.  

 

Oh the courage of Ananias to obey the Lord’s voice and go to a 

dangerous man, an enemy, and to greet him as Brother Saul, an 

equal in the faith. So much grace and mercy. Saul then gets baptized 

and proclaims in synagogues that Jesus is God’s Son. 

 

Sau,l named after the first king of Israel, is later called Paul which 

means Small One in Greek. He needed the help of many who had no 

reason to trust him except for the word from the Lord. Saul 

confounded some of the Jews who knew him as a great guardian of 

the faith and they felt he had betrayed them by preaching that Jesus 

was the Messiah. They eventually plotted to kill him. Other disciples 



took Saul by night and let him down through an opening in the wall, 

lowering him in a basket. We don’t know their names. 

 

The grace of God is confounding and mysterious. God took an enemy 

and turned him into an instrument. God used Stephen, Ananias and 

other disciples to witness through word and deed to Saul. God uses 

us today, even if our names are not known throughout the land or 

throughout history. God knows our name. God can use even us, Just 

as we are. 

 

God used Charlotte Elliott, a bedridden woman in England. After a 

friend counseled her “to replace her rage and inner conflict with peace 

and simple faith in God,” she wrote the words to Just As I Am without 

one plea. She wrote the words after a long night of battling a great 

sense of uselessness. Her hymn went on to be used far and wide. Her 

brother a pastor said, “In the course of a long ministry, I hope I have 

been permitted to see some of the fruit of my labor, but I feel that far 

more has been done by a single hymn of my sister’s.” 

 

God can use all of us, as we are. We come following Jesus and don’t 

know how God is going to use us. Maybe we will be known by name 

by multitudes or maybe we will be unsung heroes of the faith. Either 

way we are known by God, loved and useful in God’s kingdom. Amen. 


