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Do sheep only obey their master’s voice? If you google this on the internet, 

you can find some interesting videos of 2 or 3 people taking turns calling a 

group of scattered sheep to come in. The sheep don’t move an inch, but 

then when their shepherd calls to them, they all come gather around the 

shepherd.  

 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice. I know them and they follow me.”  

 

I don’t know much about sheep but animals that I do know better are dogs. 

Growing up I was always afraid of dogs. It started when my friend’s giant 

St. Bernard dug her nails into my leg. So when our kids wanted a dog, I 

refused. They wore me down finally, and I said, “well maybe if we got a 

golden retriever.” So we got a golden retriever and named her Lily. This 

changed my relationship with all dogs. I feel like a “speak dog” a bit now.  

 

But Lily, our dog, knows me. She responds to my voice. She trusts that I 

will take care of her. If I yell “treat,” she knows that promise will be fulfilled- 

from experience. She knows she belongs to me and my family and listens 

to our voices and follows us- out of relationship and belonging.  

 

I am reminded of the Brief Statement of Faith written in 1983 when the 2 

largest Presbyterian churches in the US reunited. It begins: “In life and in 

death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one 

triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.” 

Near the end the statement declares: “With believers in every time and 

place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the 

love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 



We belong to God and nothing can separate us from that belonging. 

Belonging is so important that it is listed on Maslow’s hierarchy of needs. 

Physiological needs are on the bottom like food, water, warmth, rest. In 

Psalm 23 all of these are talked about as being met by our shepherd 

interestingly. Next are Safety needs, and then above that is Love and 

Belonging. We need love and belonging for life.  

 

In Atlas of the Heart, Brene Brown writes, “As a parent, my goal is to help 

my children know that no matter what, they always belong at home. That 

we see them and love them for who they are”(161).  

 

I think God wants us to know we belong, are seen and loved for who we 

are. We come to God as we are. We know the voice of the good shepherd 

because we know we belong to him. In prayer we come with that 

confidence of belonging too.  

 

As I wrote in my article for the church’s May newsletter, CS Lewis said, in 

prayer, “We lay before God what is in us, not what ought to be in us.” If we 

truly belong, then we can be ourselves and dare to be authentically present 

with the Good Shepherd. If we belong, then we can relax and learn and 

grow.  

 

In AF Commissioned Officer Training my favorite part was the classroom 

learning because it was thought that to learn well you had to feel 

comfortable. Belonging is the best learning environment. We belong to 

God- Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.  

 

We grow in knowledge of the Good Shepherd as we listen to his voice and 

we learn to trust that voice. In a sense we belong to the voice we follow; 

that becomes our master. We show our trust by following. In Revelation we 

see a multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb. This multitude was robed in white and were worshiping before the 

throne of God. They were declaring that trust was due to God and to the 

Lamb; in the Roman Empire this was a dangerous statement. In whom you 



put your trust is really your master. By putting trust in God and not the 

Emperor, the multitude then were declaring a radical step away from 

belonging to the Empire. We belong to God.  

 

We know the Good Shepherd. We hear his voice and follow.  

 

I love this story. You may know it.  

 

Shepherd Story  

There was once a Shakespearean actor who was known everywhere for 

his one-man shows of readings and recitations from the classics. He would 

always end his performance with a dramatic reading of Psalm 23.  

 

Each night, without exception, as the actor began his recitation - "The Lord 

is my Shepherd, I shall not want”. The crowd would listen attentively. And 

then, at the conclusion of the Psalm, they would rise in thunderous 

applause in appreciation of the actor's incredible ability to bring the verse to 

life.  

 

But one night, just before the actor was to offer his customary recital of 

Psalm 23, a young man from the audience spoke up. "Sir, do you mind if 

tonight I recite Psalm 23?" The actor was quite taken back by this unusual 

request, but he allowed the young man to come forward and stand front 

and center on the stage to recite the Psalm, knowing that the ability of this 

unskilled youth would be no match for his own talent.  

 

With a soft voice, the young man began to recite the words of the Psalm. 

When he was finished, there was no applause. There was no standing 

ovation as on other nights. All that could be heard was the sound of 

weeping. The audience had been so moved by the young man's recitation 

that every eye was full of tears. Amazed by what he had heard, the actor 

said to an audience member, "I don't understand. I have been performing 

Psalm 23 for years. I have a lifetime of experience and training - but I have 

never been able to move an audience as the young man did tonight. Tell 

me, what is his secret?"  



 

The man quietly replied, "Well sir, you know the Psalm... he knows the 

Shepherd."    

 

I’d like to close with a reading of Psalm 23 in the King James Version. 

(In person we read it together.) 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the 

still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 

will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

 

Our master, the Good Shepherd beckons us to follow. Beloved, let’s listen 

for his voice. Amen. 


