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We come as children before God. One summer in seminary I did an 

archeological dig in Israel and we stayed in a kibbutz. We would wake 

up at 4am and go out and dig until 10 when we ate breakfast; then 

we’d go back and clean what we had found. In the afternoon we could 

go swim in the pool. It was usually at least 100 degrees Fahrenheit. 

One day I saw a little Hebrew girl of about 3, get out of the water, and 

stand on the side of the pool with arms outstretched. She cried “Abba, 

Abba” and then she jumped into the arms of her father. 

 

We come to God in trust. We pray, “Our Father.” It is our trustworthy 

parent to whom we bring all our ups and downs. We bring our real 

selves to God in prayer. Jesus taught his disciples to begin their 

prayers with a reminder of relationship. Just as children who trust their 

parents can come kicking and screaming when upset, so can we 

come as we are to God in prayer.  

 

In prayer we come like a child with confidence that God is listening 

and cares. We are encouraged not to give up our praying but to keep 

on asking.  

 

In Luke Jesus taught his disciples to pray, “Father, hallowed be your 

name.” The Greek literally means “Let your name be sacred.” As 

disciples it is implied that our actions reflect back on God’s reputation.  

 

This week I took an online training for Kaiser. One slide said that 

before you approach an unhappy or anxious patient, “Remind yourself 



that you represent Kaiser Permanente to the individual at that 

moment. How do you want them to view KP? Use that to ensure your 

actions exemplify KP’s values and mission- which is why many of us 

are in healthcare to begin with.”  

 

What if we substitute God in for KP: “Remind yourself that you 

represent God to the individual at that moment. How do you want 

them to view God? Use that to ensure your actions exemplify God’s 

values and mission- which is why many of us are in the church to 

begin with.” 

 

“Our Father, hallowed by your name.” You can tell that Luke’s version 

of the Lord’s Prayer is much shorter than Matthew’s version. When 

people find out that you go to church, you represent God to them. 

Even if it is in your own household.  

 

I am reminded of Psalm 23.  

23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside 

the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for his name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 

me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 



6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 

There is a beautiful vulnerability and a trust. And if you look at verse 3 

“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake,” we 

find a similar sentiment about representing God. God claims us and 

we show the world something about God. 

 

We are children of our good and faithful Parent. 

We are sheep in the care of our good Shepherd. 

We are students learning from our wise Teacher. 

We are creatures made in the image of our Creator. 

 

When we pray, we enter into real relationship. There is nothing too 

small for which to pray. There is nothing too silly or insignificant to 

bring before God. 

 

As we pray, we are molded and shaped. As we pray, we must 

remember the cloud of witnesses who remind us that God can be 

trusted. We must believe that God can be trusted. This is really where 

the rubber meets the road in our faith. Do we believe God can be 

trusted? God does not promise a perfect life, but promises to be with 

us. And ultimately in the end, God’s good purposes will win.  

 

Our daughter this week at Pepperdine is learning to do a Life Map. I 

decided to one myself with the directions. You write down 

chronologically big events in your life, and note where you have seen 

God at work. I wrote on the top of mine: God can be trusted. This was 

a great reminder of God’s work in my own life. I invite you to think 

through your life, and bring to God any times of doubt, any moments 

of gratitude, etc.  

 

We all started as children. 



 

Plymouth has nurtured many children in the faith over the years, and 

we all come as children again and again before God.  

 

Let’s remember to pray for the mission study as we reflect on 

Plymouth’s past, present and future. What is God calling Plymouth to 

do next? 

 

A mission study is a sort of Life Map for a church. Where have we 

seen God at work amongst the people and the institution of the 

church? God can be trusted. And wants to be in relationship with each 

of us, and longs to give gifts to us. Let’s pray boldly as children of 

God. 

 

 


