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It’s July and with July comes Christmas movies on Hallmark and 

Independence Day celebrations, barbeques and fun. You see what I 

put first in the list. Christmas in July! I think it is fun to be reminded of 

the warm glow of a season to come months from now or maybe it’s a 

sign that I need to live in the now instead of the future. My children 

asked me how Christmas in July started and I found that it started in 

North Carolina at a camp in 1933; then it hit pop culture in 1940 with 

the release of a movie entitled Christmas in July. Anyway, this week 

Adrienne Schilling introduced me to a song called “I Believe in Santa’s 

Cause” by The Statler Brothers. “Now there are those who don’t 

believe in miracles or Santa Claus, but I believe what I believe and I 

believe in Santa’s cause. Never heard an angel singing; never known 

a Scrooge to smile, but I have heard sleigh bells ring and light a spark 

in some small child.” Santa’s cause- to light a spark in some small 

child. How important is that spark of magic for life! I can remember the 

spark lit in my own life by the joy of Christmas.  

 

Wise Adrienne said this song makes her think of Jesus’ cause.  

 

I read this quote recently: “Humans will wrangle for religion, write for it, 

fight for it, die for it; anything but live for it.” This part of the church 

year is about just that- living for our religion or following Jesus and his 

cause everyday. In Luke Jesus appointed 70 men and women to go 

out in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 

They were to eat with the people, heal them and create communities 

that were open to the coming Kingdom of God- Communities who 

were open to the cause of Christ. Earlier in Luke Jesus read these 



words to explain his cause, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He 

has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight 

to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” The cause of 

Christ seems to be seeing the unseen and caring about them, giving 

hope to the hopeless and creating communities that like Paul says in 

Galatians “bear one another’s burdens, that plant seeds that will reap 

eternal life, and that never tire of doing good.” We are such a 

community here at Plymouth Presbyterian Church.  

 

It is so interesting to me that eating together was an important part of 

the earliest followers of Christ. We will eat together today in 

communion and in fellowship after worship. Eating together creates a 

special bond. In communion we gather and remember that Jesus went 

all the way to Jerusalem. In Luke the 70 were sent out after it was 

declared that Jesus had set his face towards Jerusalem. He was 

looking towards the cross. The cross would be his gift of sacrifice. I 

hate to think of the cross. It must have been so hard for Jesus to know 

what lay ahead for him. The urgency of his mission really changed 

when his face turned towards Jerusalem. He wanted to get the word 

out about God’s love, peace, justice, mercy and hope and fast. The 

clock was ticking.  

 

The 70 were agents of that love, peace, justice, mercy and hope, and 

so are we now, after the resurrection, after the coming of the Holy 

Spirit. We are sent out to be a light, to be a beacon to remind people 

even, or especially, those who feel no one cares, that God cares. It is 

no small thing that community was formed as a part of the cause of 

Christ. As a church we can live out our faith together in a way that 

makes a big impact around us- more of an impact than just living out 

our faith on our own. For over 125 years this congregation has been 

making an impact on this town and the surrounding area. We can’t 



stop now. We need to live out our faith when we leave this worship 

service today and every Sunday. We need to live it out in our homes, 

our neighborhoods, our town, etc.  

 

At the communion table we are fed bread for the journey, reminding 

us of the journey ahead and the journey that Christ took for his cause, 

for God’s cause.  

 

I hope you can come on July 17th to reflect on and celebrate the 

history of this congregation, this community of Christ. I hope you are 

all proud to be a part of this mighty band of believers. I am proud to be 

your interim pastor. 

 

The spark that Jesus set out in the hearts of those in his day and after 

his death and resurrection have made and honestly have defined 

history for the western world and beyond. We are at a crossroads as a 

culture where the numbers going to church are dwindling, but God’s 

message of hope and love for even the unseen and hopeless is as 

great or greater today. Christ’s cause is at the heart of our mission as 

a church.  Amen. 


