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Hebrews 12:3 invites us to “consider Jesus, so that we may not grow 

weary or lose heart.” To lose heart or to be discouraged is a tough 

thing. 

 

How many of you have seen the movie “It’s a Wonderful Life”? Great 

movie- any time of year! 

 

The movie starts by spotlighting a sign that identifies the community 

“You are now in Bedford Falls.” We, the audience, can hear the 

beautiful noise of prayers for George Bailey by friends and family 

reaching the ears of heaven, and Joseph comes to see his superior 

angel in heaven, and they get ready to commission Clarence, who 

doesn’t even have his wings yet, to save George Bailey who is 

thinking of ending his life. 

 

“You sent for me sir,” says Clarence. The senior angel responds, “Yes 

Clarence, a man down on earth needs our help.” Clarence responds 

excitedly, “Splendid! Is he sick?”  

The senior angel says, “No worse, he’s discouraged.” 

 

Discouragement seems to be pervasive these days. Life after the 

pandemic has somehow shifted a bit, and the sand is settling. 

Hospitals are facing staffing shortages and an increase in patient 

need. The news is full of division and abuse. Fewer people are going 

to church, and on and on. 

 



BUT we can look to the cloud of witnesses and to Jesus himself for 

examples of people who made it through challenging times before us. 

They did not lose hope. They held tight to hope in God. 

 

The Jeremiah text for today shines a light on false prophets who were 

speaking words of peace but failed to speak God’s words of true 

peace. True peace involves Justice and knows from a heavenly view 

the Big Picture and from a close up view Each Human Heart. 

 

“Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can 

hide in secret places so that I cannot see them? Says the Lord. Do I 

not fill heaven and earth? Says the Lord. 

 

You see, the people were discouraged because Jerusalem, a city they 

thought was untouchable because of the great blessing of King David 

was falling- it was under siege. Throughout the book of Jeremiah 

leaders including the Davidic kings, the temple priests and the royal 

prophets were condemned for abusing their power. The prophet 

Jeremiah reminded the people that NO ONE is beyond accountability 

and that God demands ethical treatment of people especially the 

alien, the orphan and the widow. God reminded the people, including 

the leaders, that God can see all and that unlike the words of false 

prophets that disappear like straw in the wind, God’s words have 

power- like fire or a hammer to destroy injustice or the power to create 

life like in Genesis.  

 

Just because the people were discouraged, God did not want lies and 

false comfort to surround the people. Do you ever seek false comfort? 

I confess sometimes I just want comfort. I feel like saying, “I’m ok God 

if you don’t burn through my junk with fire; I’m ok if my stubborn places 

aren’t broken into pieces. I’m ok with some false comfort. Maybe some 

cookies.” 



 

But God is not a saccharine God or a candy shop. God’s comfort if 

true and real, and God wants the poor to be fed, the sick to be cared 

for and the prisoner to be visited. 

 

Comfort comes with a push sometimes. A push in the right direction. 

 

Have you heard of the Biodome experiment? Scientists devised an 

experiment in the desert called the biodome where they “created a 

living environment for human, plant and animal life. A huge glass 

dome was constructed to house an artificial, controlled environment 

with purified air and water, healthy soil and filtered light. The intent 

was to afford perfect growing conditions for trees, fruits and 

vegetables, as well as humans. People lived in the biodome, for many 

months at a time, and everything seemed to do well with one 

exception. When the trees grew to a certain height, they would topple 

over. It baffled scientists until they realized they forgot to include the 

natural element of wind. Trees need wind to blow against them 

because it causes their root systems to grow deeper, which supports 

the tree as it grows taller.” (Dennis Merritt Jones) 

 

We need the wind. Wind happens when opposing air pressures rush 

together. The pressures in our lives can lead us to dig deep and grow 

strong roots. Perfect growing conditions include some pressure. Some 

push.  

 

There is hope. There is struggle. There is faith. There is God who 

loves justice, redemption, forgiveness, healing and resurrection. Our 

God is alive and at work clearing a way for true peace. We are deeply 

loved and deeply called to pitch in and work with God for true peace 

and true justice. Our call is to an exciting life of faith and hope.  

 



Clarence helped George Bailey by showing him what a difference his 

life made to those around him. George stood up for those who could 

not stand up for themselves. He created a community where people 

could live with dignity. His work actually defined the whole community. 

Without George Bailey Bedford Falls wouldn’t even be Bedford Falls 

anymore.  

 

Don’t grow weary or lose heart dear friends, your example is defining 

this community. Let’s dig deep and grow our roots. Let’s be rooted and 

grounded in love. We are not alone or adrift- God is close, and far 

enough away to see the big picture. Amen. 


