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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” - Jesus. 

 

We arrived home Thursday after driving a total of 2360 miles round 

trip from Oregon to California. We stopped in different cities along the 

way- Ashland, Sacramento, Malibu, San Diego, Santa Barbara and 

San Francisco. It was a whirlwind tour of California with some college 

campus tours thrown in. My husband’s birthday was the day we were 

in Santa Barbara, and he had done research to find where the 

restaurant Chili’s was. This restaurant left Oregon for some reason a 

few years ago, and Ryan really wanted to enjoy some Enchilada Soup 

on his birthday. So we went to the Chili’s in beautiful Santa Barbara 

very much on purpose. Our waiter was not impressed when I told him 

it was Ryan’s birthday. He said, “Oh, and you have to spend it here.” 

As if it were a bad thing to spend your birthday at a Chili’s in Santa 

Barbara.  

 

This led me down a path of thinking about contentment, and how even 

“wow places” can become mundane if we take them for granted. Even 

“wow anything” can become blah to us.  

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” When we 

take things and people for granted, we stop treasuring them and our 

heart pulls away. We do this in relationships, in jobs, in almost 

everything.  

 

Or sometimes we can treasure things, people, relationships, etc so 

much that we are driven to protect what we treasure at all costs. Our 



hearts become obsessed with the survival or protection of our 

treasure, and we begin to WORRY.  

 

It is to all of these worries and patterns that Jesus was speaking on 

that day with his disciples and a big crowd of others listening in. He 

said, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your father’s good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where 

your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Right before this, Jesus 

had told his disciples not to worry about their life, their food, their 

clothes. He reminded them that God feeds the birds and clothes the 

lilies and that worrying or striving do not bring about anything, but it is 

right to strive for God’s kingdom first.  

 

What does it mean to strive for God’s kingdom? What is unfailing 

treasure in heaven?  

 

On Friday we celebrated the life of Charlotte Wilburn. One attendee 

looked up the church’s website and was blown away by the amount of 

good causes that the church supports. He said, with tears in his eyes, 

“it is so good to know that this little church is quietly doing so much to 

change the world for the better.” How beautiful! What a compliment!  

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

 

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.”  

As disciples yesterday and today we often follow the pattern of 

fearing, and then finding our true treasure in heaven, knowing the 

source of our treasure- that is our identity, our worth, and then being 

ready for action and actual participation in God’s kingdom. 



 

Did you know that we follow the lectionary- a series of readings 

throughout the year? It is a 3 year cycle of readings with each year 

focusing on a different gospel. We are in year C which focuses on the 

Gospel of Luke. Every year though has the same flow. David Lose, 

Lutheran Scholar, said, “The first half of the lectionary year- from 

Advent to Ascension- is typically called the “Season of Christ” and 

attempts to answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” The second half of 

the year- from Pentecost to Christ the King Sunday- is named the 

“Season of the Church” and addresses the follow-up question, “And 

what does it mean to follow Jesus?” We are, therefore, in the process 

of learning about the character of the Christian life- discipleship.”  

 

 

It is with expectant trust that we turn to Jesus and that characterizes 

our lives as individuals and as the church. We step through our fear, 

stand firm in our identity and the treasure that cannot be taken away 

and are ready for action. It is only with trust in God that we can move 

through these stages.  

 

 

Like parents who love their children desperately and want all good 

things for them, so God loves the children of God and longs to give 

them the inheritance of the kingdom. We trust in this good news, and 

we rejoice.  

 

We seek God’s kingdom by loving others, by seeing others and God 

sees them. We are so utterly loved by God and as we trust that love 

and that identity of being unconditionally loved, we are freed to love 

others and to treasure others out of a joyous abundance and not to 

fulfill our own needs. We love as God taught us to love. It is in worship 

that we come in awe and praise to be wowed again and again in the 



treasure that is God. We come to worship to set our heart on the 

things of God and to trust God with everything in us. It is no silly thing 

to come to worship but an act of discipleship and a way to show that 

you treasure God and that you trust God. Let us seek God’s kingdom 

together. Amen. 


