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WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 

Hosea 11: 1-11; Luke 12: 13-21 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost • August 31, 2022 

by Pat Berger 

 

Oh, those Hebrews!  The more God called to them, Hosea says for 

God, the more God called to them (because that's what God does), 

the more they went in the other direction.  What was up with them?  

It is easy enough for us to say that, or maybe just think it, of people 

who lived long ago and far away.  And then we take a peek in the 

mirror, and we have to ponder: are we all that different?  Have all the 

years between then and now made a huge difference in God's 

people?  Let's see what we think. 

 

Anyone who has had any close contact with very young children can 

relate to the imagery that Hosea uses in our reading today.  It sounds 

like a loving parent or grandparent or doting somebody -- and we 

know that God loves more than we possibly can.  Translational 

difficulties abound in Hosea; we will go with current best guesses 

presented in our pew Bibles.  "When Israel was a child, I loved him," 

God says; ". . . out of Egypt I called him."  Unfortunately: "The more I 

called them, the more they went from me."  We have all been there; 

we love them to pieces, and they want to do what they want to do.  

One of our sons always had to do something one more time after I 

told him to stop.  So the challenge for me was to think far enough 

ahead to tell him one time earlier than when I would really have 

meant it!  God taught the divine children to walk, God held them, 

God bent down to them and fed them.  In fact, however, they had 

not seen God in any or all of this, and continued to worship other gods; 

fine, God said, they can go back to Egypt; God won't raise them up 

at all. 

 

But God isn't like that, God couldn't do that.  We serve a God of love 

and of unlimited grace.  Our God is one who bends down and lifts up.  

So in verse 8, God was back:  "How can I give you up?  How can I 

hand you over?  My compassion grows warm and tender.  I will not 

execute my fierce anger; for I am God and no mortal."  That is what 
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God is like.  The divine children would not be left to their own devices; 

God was there to rescue them, to save them, to be merciful to them, 

time after time.  God's wrath, writes Anna Case-Winters, "is the fire of 

God's love, ordered toward restoration, not destruction." 

 

We see Jesus in the restoration business this morning, too.  Jesus taught 

his listeners how to love God and how to love each other, and still one 

of his listeners came to him and said, "Tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me."  At that time, the practice was that an 

older brother would receive two-thirds of an estate, and the younger 

would receive one-third.  We aren't told if the younger brother hadn't 

received what he was due, or if maybe he thought the tradition was 

unfair.  Jesus didn't let himself be drawn into that whole drama, 

though; instead, he admonished both of them:  "Be on guard against 

all kinds of greed."  Privilege relationships over possessions.  Notice that 

Jesus said that to both brothers, and potentially to all who were 

gathered there -- and to us.  Money itself is not bad or good; when it 

is used in ways that damage relationships with others and with God: 

that is not good.  This God they all served was one who loved every 

one of them, and had sufficient grace for every one of them -- that 

was how they needed to live their lives, too. 

 

And so, to clarify, Jesus told them a parable.  As we hear Jesus, we 

need to pay attention to language.  Notice how the "I" and "me" and 

"mine" pronouns used by the rich fool dominate this story; this is the 

case in the Greek as well as in English.  This man was quite a bit self-

involved.  In that time, one only became wealthy by exploiting those 

who were poor.  This man had a huge amount of land if a bumper 

crop meant that he would have to tear down barns (plural) and build 

bigger barns (also plural).  And if his primary concern was storing all of 

his crops, it did not seem that he was of a mind to sell or share what 

he had.  And, in that day, this huge crop would ordinarily have been 

thought of as a generous blessing from God.  We don't hear any of 

that from this man; rather, it seemed to be a huge burden.  

Depending on God to bend down and lift him up did not seem to be 

in this man's mind.  Instead, he would build those bigger barns, and 

then, "I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
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many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry."  We may remember that this 

would have reminded folks at that time of words from the prophet 

Isaiah -- words which were followed by, "for tomorrow we die."  And 

then, God does bend down in an effort to lift up -- because that is 

what God is like.  God spoke; this is the only time in the Gospels that 

God spoke in a parable.  Tonight, your life will be demanded of you, 

God said to the rich fool; and all that stuff you have saved up: whose 

will it be?  The Greek translates word for word to: "In this night they 

demand your soul from you;" they can only refer to all that stuff. 

 

And so, Jesus says, so it is with those who store up treasures for 

themselves but are not rich with God.  Jesus does not say that we 

ought not to be careful with our resources, that we ought not to plan 

our finances for our futures.  What he does say is that at the same time, 

it is essential that we be rich toward God.  Have enough for yourself 

and your family, and share the rest with those who are in need.  One 

of the ways that we are sharing right now is through our dollars that 

have gone to the national church and to Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance.  The flooding that is happening in Kentucky, Missouri and 

Virginia, about which we have been hearing on the news: 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is already talking with people in those 

Presbyteries about how we can be helpful.  You can check the PCUSA 

website to stay updated on what our dollars, your dollars are doing.   

 

There is enough for everyone to have enough.  Jesus is talking here 

about the value of us -- not our stuff, but us -- each one; we are 

precious in God's sight.  All of our wealth, all of our things -- these are 

of value to God only as they benefit the growth of God's Kingdom.  

We aren't told exactly what it means to be "rich toward God;" I 

imagine that is because Luke thought that, with God bending down 

and lifting up -- God is like that -- that those who were reading, and 

we, could figure it out. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 


