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Growing up my father was a pastor of small churches throughout the 

South, and mom was a homemaker and a very active pastor’s wife. 

The salary was not very big, but my parents made the most of it. In 

Mississippi we lived in the church manse next door to the church in a 

very wealthy neighborhood with doctors and lawyers and fancy 

houses. Once a year our neighbor’s cousin would bring us a big bag- 

like a huge garbage bag filled with hand-me-down clothes that were all 

name brand! It was such an exciting day! One time there were Guess 

Jeans in the mix and they meant instant popularity, at least in our 

minds. The jeans almost fit my sister, but she had to wear them with 

the zipper down. She figured out a way to have a long shirt in the front 

and still show the Guess symbol on the back.  

 

Money is hard to talk about, and brings up many emotions in all of us. 

Disagreements about money and its use are often one of the factors in 

divorce.  

 

Jesus did not shy away from this important topic. He talked about 

money 25 times in the Gospels, and 11 of 39 parables are about 

money. In Luke 1 of every 7 verses is about money. 

 

Jesus says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasure on earth, where 

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. Trust in 

God not money…”  

 



While we trust in God and not in money, money still pays for important 

things like food and housing. Poverty is not a fun experience. There 

are at least 37.2 million people in America in poverty.  

 

As the church we cannot shy away from talking about money. Money 

affects our mission and our capability to successfully fulfill our mission.  

 

I want to share with you the congregation some realities that have 

come up in discussions with session and with the Mission Study 

Leadership Team.  

 

The budget each year is mostly made up of your pledges and loose 

giving and the best guess as to what they will be. My assumption is 

that you are giving generously. But to keep going something has to 

change.  

- To sustain a 3/4th time pastor the giving of each member would 

need to double.  

The rainy day money in Reserves are being depleted and if a ½ time 

pastor were to be hired, the Reserves would be depleted in less than 

2 years.  

Unfortunately this is not sustainable, but there are some options.  

The MSLT is beginning to look into the possibility of renting out rooms 

in Hutchinson Hall to bring in more income. You could have a ½ time 

pastor for 1 year with the hopes of building up the income of the 

church.  

Or you could have a pastor, say a beloved retired pastor serve as 

pulpit supply- preaching twice a month, doing some pastoral care and 

moderating session and have fill in preachers the other Sundays.  

A word about me- I love you all so much, but my role here is as 

Interim to help you figure out next steps. I am like Chuck Falconer in 

being temporary. I really want the best for you. Looking at the history 

of Plymouth, you have made critical decisions when necessary to 



keep going. You have adjusted to the times and the needs of the 

moment.  

 

Take a few weeks to think on all this. On October 9th we will pass out 

a survey and fill it out during worship or right after so that we can hear 

from you before Session makes any final decisions.  

 

Don’t lose heart! Plymouth has and is doing so much for Christ in 

these walls and in the surrounding community and even around the 

world through your giving.  

 

Our lesson today from the Hebrew Bible is a bit of a long strange 

story. Just to sum it up, basically the prophet Jeremiah buys land in 

Jerusalem at a time when it is being sieged by the Babylonians. He 

buys a field as a symbol from God that there is a future, that “houses 

and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land.” It was an 

investment in the future- a tangible sign of hope.  

 

What can we do to show our hope that God has so much more in 

store for Plymouth?  

 

I invite you to be praying with me and the Mission Study Leadership 

Team and the Session about all of this. We are all together in this. 

Reach out with any questions you might have.  

You can read or listen to this sermon online again. Reach out to any 

session member.  

 

Our hope is in God and not in riches. And we want to be good 

stewards of God’s gifts, especially the gift that is Plymouth 

Presbtyerian Church.  

 

Let’s close with these words of Paul to Timothy: 



Do good, be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus 

storing up for yourselves the treasure of a good foundation for the 

future, so that you may take hold of the life that really is life. Amen. 

 

 


