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Did you ever take long road trips as a child? We did, and we sang songs to 

pass the time. This made us feel closer to each other.  

 

Every year around this time, faithful Jews would travel up to Jerusalem for 

the Festival of Sukkot, and they would sing. Several of their songs have 

been collected in the book of Psalms and they are called Songs of Ascent. 

The community would sing these songs as they walked the path to 

Jerusalem. This pilgrimage of faith was a journey, and singing was a way to 

bless each other along the way. Psalm 121… 

 

Today we will baptize Baby Luke and the congregation will promise to 

guide and nurture Luke by word and deed, with love and prayer, to 

encourage him to know and follow Christ and to be a faithful member of 

Christ’s church. The Church is the Body of Christ, the family of God. 

Baptism is a sign of becoming a part of the family of God. It is a blessed 

event. 

 

In honor of Luke’s baptism and because all of us need a word of blessing, 

we will look at the idea of blessing and receive some blessings. In the Old 

Testament or Hebrew Bible the first born son would usually receive the 

blessing. There was one blessing per family. In the New Testament, with 

Jesus and the cross, the blessing opened up to all not based on any merit 

or good works or heritage. The cross does away with any special claims to 

a blessing. Myron Madden says that “the origin and power of all healing 

and blessing begins with God, who sees and knows us as we are.” We 

receive a blessing out of pure grace and with gratitude. 

 

A blessing can change a life. We bless those around us each time we smile 

or say a kind word to them. There are special blessings. Hear these 

beautiful words. 



 

May the guiding hand of God 

lead you from the busyness 

and stress of your daily life  

to a quiet place, still waters 

where you can rest awhile, 

and in that space find peace. 

 

May the peace of God 

calm your fears 

through storms of night. 

May the love of God 

warm your heart 

and bring you light. 

May the word of God 

give you strength 

when the body’s weak. 

May the grace of God 

flow from you 

to the world you meet. 

 

God bless each step 

that you take today, 

whether that road 

is rough or smooth. 

And in God’s strength 

step out in faith, 

step out in love, 

step out in peace, 

and bless this world 

with God’s presence 

in and through your life. 

 

 
 



May you find peace 

within the storm, 

and the encircling 

of his arms. 

May you find rest 

within the night, 

and refreshment 

in the dawn. 

May you find joy 

within your heart, 

a song just waiting 

to be sung. 

May you find peace. 

 

 
May you be a blessing 

to every life you touch, 

and the Spirit within, 

that life-giving water, 

be a gift of refreshment 

in love shown and shared 

with all who are thirsty 

along the road you travel. 

 
God grant you peace 

in times of anxiety. 

Let His Spirit flow 

as a healing balm 

to mind and soul 

and ease the load 

you strain to carry. 

In times of anxiety 

God grant you peace. 

Every morning that you wake 

May you feel the peace 



That can calm the fiercest storm 

May you feel the love 

To forgive and then move on 

May you feel the strength 

To walk and not grow weary 

May you feel the joy 

That is at the heart of being 

May you feel the presence of God. 

 

We pray that all children of all ages can know the blessing of God.  

We need each other to speak words of blessing to us. 

 

We all need support on the journey of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


