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Stewardship Sunday 

 

Today is Stewardship Sunday. Before you pack up your bags and leave, I want to 

assure you that even if you give NO MONEY for the year- not even one penny, YOU 

MATTER. We really want you here as a part of this church. You are an important part of 

this church community. 

 

I invite you to hold out your hands. Look at them. What is in them?  

 

What you are holding in your hands is unique to you! 

 

God called Moses from a hide out in the desert. Moses was discouraged; he’d grown up 

in the house of Pharoah but saw a Hebrew slave being mistreated by an Egyptian, and 

he had murdered the Egyptian. He was so afraid of what he had done and being found 

out that he ran into the desert. He was at a place of realizing that he didn’t really know 

who he was and his role in the world. In his hiding, God found him and called him to go 

back to the Hebrew people in Egypt and work with God to set them free. Moses 

protested. Why would the Hebrews follow him? Why would they think God had sent 

him? He was no great speaker and just wasn’t qualified for the job. God asked him a 

question: “What is that in your hand?”  

It was a rod used to guide sheep. Moses had been a shepherd in the desert for 40 

years while hiding. This had trained him to lead the people. He knew how to lead sheep 

who like humans could be dumb and stubborn and trust only in themselves. They could 

hurt others out of fear.  

Moses was uniquely prepared to be the leader of the Hebrew people.  

 

Do we protest when we hear God calling us? No God I can’t do that! I don’t have 

enough ability or education. I’m not like so and so. As a pastor in NJ, one of our 

volunteers was helping to teach Sunday School with the Middle Schoolers. He was 75. 

He came to me and said, “This isn’t working. I can’t hear the kids and I’m not connecting 

with them. I want to help somehow but I”m not sure how.” We talked through different 

possibilities. The church was at that time moving to a Workshop Rotation model for 

Sunday School. This man had connections with the creators of the set for Saturday 

Night Live, and he was able to get their help and they transformed 2 of the Sunday 



School rooms into Bible Lands with a tent and murals everywhere. You really felt like 

you were walking into the Bible. 

In his hands were resources that only he had.  

 

What are you holding in your hands? 

One of my favorite books is What God Wants to Know by Bruce Larson. He talks about 

a possible inventory of things in our hands that God can use to bless others.  

Here are some possibilities:  

1 Your pain- You have been there, and been through something that can help someone 

else. 

2 Your mistakes- These produce humility in us, and help us not judge others. You’ve 

gained wisdom and learned a great deal from these. 

3 Your expertise- Particular talents or training. 

4 Your connections and Your reputation 

 

When the church was born at Pentecost, the words from the prophet Joel hung in the 

air:  

“I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 

old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. 29Even on the male 

and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit.”  

 

It is that Spirit that works in us today.  

 

The resources we need- the resources God can use to accomplish great things in us- 

are in our hands.  

 

This week in World News in Prayer it reads, “In trust, we bring our hearts’ cries to you, 

God of mercy, love and truth. It is in times like these when we tend to overlook the good 

which many people do without expectation of acknowledgement for their deeds. These 

actions come from the heart and are quickly forgotten by the giver yet possibly 

remembered for a lifetime by the recipient. Little gestures… 

A simple smile from someone passing by 

Letting someone go before us in line at a store 

Holding the door for another 

Saying thank you or Please 

Reaching out to say hello. 

A greeting card, a prayer, a flower, a compliment, a listening ear, a hug, sharing.  

Forgiveness for ourselves and all others 

And Grace for each and every one of us as we carry on with our daily lives. 

 



These things, which most of us learn as little children, are building blocks to a better 

humanity. No one is born to be cruel. We need to love and encourage each other. We 

need to rely on one another. We need to accept one another. We are not superior to 

anyone but we are instruments of God’s peace.” 

 

What is in your hands?  

Let’s pray: Lord, help us to see what we have to share with others for Your Sake. Fill us 

in places where we feel we lack. Move us to greater and greater love. Amen. 


