
Carry On! 

Isaiah 65: 17-25; Luke 21:5-19 

Paulette Mixon-Weller 

November 13, 2022 

 

When the weather is sunny and crisp in autumn, peace is also in the air. God’s world is beautiful 

and God’s creation is above us as sunlight enlivens the fall colors of the trees and below our 

feet in the crunching of leaves. The smell in the air is pure bliss.  

 

Peace. God’s peace and blessings. Shalom. 

 

Shalom was quite different from the Pax Romana of Jesus’ day and of the writers of the New 

Testament. The Roman Peace was established through conquest. One conquered leader at the 

time said, “They create desolation and call it peace.” The Roman Empire created really great 

infrastructure, and many things probably ran more smoothly with the new aquaducts and roads, 

but ¼ or ⅓ of the people in the Roman Empire were slaves. Some became slaves voluntarily 

because they knew they would get to eat that way. The oppressive tax burden led many to 

poverty.  

 

Herod the Great in about 22BC restored the Temple in Jerusalem. He was “half-Jewish” but was 

viewed as a Roman collaborator. He was quite paranoid and had most of his household killed. A 

famous saying about him was “Better to be a pig than a son in the house of Herod.”  

But he did restore the Temple grandly. The historian Josephus wrote, “Herod restored the 

temple, and its magnificence was never surpassed.” The first temple was probably built around 

950BC, then rededicated after the Exile in 515BC, then restored grandly in 22BC, and then 

destroyed in 70AD. The Temple was the religious center but also a symbol of Jewish identity 

like the Capital or White House to Americans.  

 

The gospel of Luke was probably written in the generation after Jesus and his immediate 

disciples. At the beginning of the gospel of Luke, he states that he is making an orderly account 

of accounts handed down from those who “from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants 

of the word.” Luke was probably writing after the Temple of Jerusalem had been destroyed in 

70AD or CE. There was a revolt by the Jewish people towards the Roman Empire, and it didn’t 

end well for the Jewish people. 

 

Like Jesus said here many Christians were persecuted and even killed. In a set of letters sent 

by the Roman governor Pliny to the Emperor Trajan in about 112AD, the overall policy was like 

“Don’t ask, don’t tell.” Christians were not sought out, but “when they came to a ruler’s attention, 

they were to be tortured and killed unless they renounced their faith and made sacrifices to 

Roman gods” (Powell 35). 

 

So what does this mean for us today?  

The Temple was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, but would be 

destroyed. The followers of Jesus would be persecuted and even killed, but “by your endurance 



you will gain your souls.” Such literature is called Apocalyptic which means “Revealed.” It 

usually refers to the “end times.” No one knows when the end times will be. 

 

We do know that we are called through all to “Carry On.” Do you remember the British saying 

“Keep Calm and Carry On”? This saying was put on a poster to help with morale as the 

Germans invaded. It was rediscovered in 2000. A simple phrase that sums up perseverance 

through hard times knowing that all things are in God’s hands. 

 

Isaiah 65:17-25 The Shalom of the Lord- Pax Domini 

We still to this day in worship share the Peace of Christ with one another. This was at first an 

act of defiance. 

 

The Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of Peace (from a Navaho prayer- David Haas) 

 

Peace before us. 

Peace behind us. 

Peace under our feet. 

 

Peace within us. 

Peace over us. 

Let all around us be peace. 

 

Christ before us. 

Christ behind us. 

Christ under our feet. 

 

Christ within us. 

Christ over us. 

Let all around us be Christ. 


