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Sermon- Advent 1- Nov 27th 

 

Be Ready 

 

God’s light is coming into view.  

 

According to scientists, “the light we can see with our eyes is just a small fraction 

of all of the light that exists. If the full range of light were a piano keyboard, visible 

light would be represented by just a few keys around Middle C”(Huffington Post).  

 

Have you ever flown through a dark and fierce storm that seemed to have no end 

-only to rise above the clouds and see the sun shining brightly? I will never forget 

my first flight. I didn’t know that above the clouds was an oasis of light and calm. I 

was so surprised. The light is always there even when we can’t see it. 

 

Light is a gift from God. 

 

God said, “Let there be light, and there was light. And God saw that the light was 

good.” Genesis chapter 1 

 

Isaiah said, “O come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

Isaiah 2:5 

 

Matthew reminded us, “The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light.” 

Matthew chapter 4 

 

And Jesus himself said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will 

never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” 

 

As we light a candle each week of Advent, we are reminded of God’s light. 

Advent is from the Latin and has a double meaning of “coming” and “arrival.” It is 



the perfect word to describe this time of waiting for the second coming of Christ 

and celebrating the arrival of the baby Jesus.  

 

We begin this time of waiting by focusing on the promises yet to be fulfilled. The 

passage in Isaiah was given to the people of Jerusalem at a time when their 

world was falling apart. The Assyrian Empire was closing in and soon the Temple 

along with Jerusalem would be burned to the ground.  

 

Biblical scholar Walter Brueggeman said, 

“The vision of Isaiah looks beyond present dismay through the eyes of God, to 

see what will be that is not yet. That is the function of promise.”  

 

Hear the passage again from Isaiah chapter 2: 

“The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. In 

days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 

stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, 'Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 

plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. O house of Jacob, come, let 

us walk in the light of the Lord!” 

 

I love so many things about this passage, and I know many many people love 

this passage and have for many many years. I love that Isaiah SAW this word. 

With his own eyes, the eyes of his heart opened by God, he saw a better future, 

a future of blessing for Judah and Jerusalem and how God would bless the 

nations through Judah and Jerusalem. “In days to come” is when this promise 

will be fulfilled. The mountain of the Lord’s house- the Temple on top of Mt Zion -

would see streams of all the nations and many peoples flowing into its presence 

to learn the ways of God. God shall judge the nations and settle disputes among 

the peoples which will lead to peace. Weapons will be turned into tools for 

agriculture to feed everyone. There will be no more war. The nations and the 

peoples will not learn war anymore.  

The passage ends with an invitation to walk in or mirror the light of God.  



 

Let us live and walk into this vision. Let us not sit around and wait for it.  

 

Amanda Gorman, youngest inaugural poet in US History, in The Hill We Climb 

wrote: 

“When day comes, we step out of the shade of flame and unafraid. 

The new dawn balloons as we free it. 

For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it. 

If only we’re brave enough to be it.” 

 

We are grateful to our African American brothers and sisters for the light they 

shine, even when profoundly met with injustice. We are grateful for the light that 

shines. 

 

How can we be brave enough to see light? How can we brave enough to be 

light?  

 

We need the courage to hope. Hope allows us to see the light that may be barely 

visible to the eye. Hope lights a spark within us that leads to action. 

Now is the time to open our eyes and our hearts to see the light of God around 

us. Where is God at work? 

 

“We live between creation and recreation, looking backward to what God has 

done, assured of God’s presence in the current moment, and looking at what 

God is doing that will culminate in the Kingdom of God.” Karl Barth 

Be ready O Plymouth Presbyterians! Be ready for what God is doing, has done 

and will do! God’s light is coming into view. 


