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PLYMOUTH 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
2615 Sykes Rd, St. Helens, OR  97051 

Phone: 503-397-0062 
Website: www.PlyChurch.org 

E-mail: plymouth@plymouthchurchsh.com 
 
 

Sunday School: 9:15 AM Worship: 10:30 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

From our pastor: 
 
We are in the middle of Advent and Christmas is coming soon. This month is about 
preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. Have you stopped recently to wonder 
at the mystery of Jesus Emmanuel God-with-us coming down to earth to live among 
us? It must have been such a shock that holy night when the angels sang and filled 
the dark blue sky, and shepherds came to see this thing that had happened as they 
were routinely going about their business. Mary pondered all this in her heart.  
 
It’s our time to ponder. How is the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love of the season filling our 
hearts? Are we being surprised anew by God’s great love for humanity? Are you 
being surprised by God’s great love for you? I invite you to dare to dream and dare 
to hope in the closeness of God at this moment. Let’s come near the warm glow of 
the candles that whisper of God’s incarnation. God took on flesh.  
 
How do we live out our faith? Now is the time to ponder. Now is the time to draw 
inward so that we can be renewed and then draw outward again with renewed 
energy and imagination to love. Go ahead and make the jump! Dare to hope that 
God is making a home in your heart anew, afresh.  
 
I am looking forward to being with you for another six months. I will only be serving a 
quarter time which is about 10 hours a week; so please go easy on me as far as 
expectations go. I will be doing my best. You are a very loving congregation and you 
put your whole heart into all that you do. It is impressive to watch. I am so thankful to 
be a part of your church family.  
 
This month we have a Monday evening study of hymns December 5 and 12. We will 
gather for our noon fellowship with a cookie exchange on Tuesday December 6, and 
a Christmas party on Saturday December 10. We will have worship on Christmas Eve 
at 7pm. Worship on Sunday, Christmas morning will be at the regular time of 10:30. 
There will be lots of gatherings and lots of celebration.  
 
Remember to ponder. Remember to take a few quiet moments when you can find 
them to ponder the mystery and the love that is in the very air we breathe.  
 
May you feel the love and light of Christ, 
Pastor Paulette 
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November Lectionary Readings 

 
December 4   2nd day of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-7, 18-19; 
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 
 
December 11   3rd day of Advent 
Isaiah 35;1-10; Psalms 146:5-10 or  
Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10;   
Matthew 11:2-11 
 
December 18   4th day of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalms 80:1-7, 17-19;  
Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 
 
December 24   Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalms 96; Titus 2:11-14;  
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 
December 25   Christmas Day 
Isaiah52:7-10; Psalms 98;  
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12);  
John1:1-14 
 
 

 
Recurring Meeting ID numbers: 

 
Mission Study Leadership Team.   
863 3978 8705 
 
Session  876 0550 3247 
 
Study group  827 7009 1590 
 

 
Avamere Services Have Resumed 

 
We will be continuing first Sunday services at 
Avamere beginning at 12:30. Please 
consider joining us as we worship with the 
residents of Avamere. 
 

 

 
 

First Tuesday Lunch and Fellowship 
 

Bring your own lunch and enjoy fellowship 
with your church family. In December, we 
will meet on December 6 at noon in the 
Fellowship Hall and participate in a cookie 
exchange. 

 

 

 
 

Attendance 
  October 16  41 
  October 23  30 
  October 30  35 

November 6 36 
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October 2022 Income and Expenses 

 October 2022 YTD 2022 
Income $25,424.34     $89,020.64 
Expense       $6,143.66   $78,230.55 
Net Gain      $19,280.68  $10,790.09 

 
 
 
 

 
 
              December 2    Pat Berger 
    December 4    Paulette Mixon-Weller 
    December 9    Libby Shoultz 
              December 10  Gina Harrington 
    December 10   Michele Rae 
    December 13   Bill Eagle 
    December 27   Ken Anderson 
              December 31   Kathleen Dinwiddie 
 
 
 
 

 
The deadline for the January newsletter is 
December 18. If you have articles you would 
like to see in the newsletter, please send 
them to beckyfrazier35@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 

 
Advent , the season of preparation in which 
we recall our hopes and expectancy in the 
coming of Christ, began on the last Sunday 
in November, the 27th. It will continue until 
Christmas. Join us as we light the advent 
candles in the season of expectation. 
 
 

 
 

“Please Remember MAKINDU" 
 

As our  OVERSEAS MISSION, the Makindu 
Children’s Center and their wonderful 
program continue to be a vital part of the 
mission projects of our Church.  This center, 
in Kenya, Africa, plays such an important 
part in facilitating safe and healthy lives for 
children who find themselves in unfortunate 
family situations. 
 
Please prayerfully consider what amount 
you may be able to donate to this wonderful 
mission.  I will be sending our contribution for 
Makindu in December.  Checks may be 
made to Plymouth Presbyterian, designated 
for "Makindu".  It will be noted on your tithing 
records. 
  Carol Jones 
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New Study Group Forming 

 
As Paulette mentioned in her letter, she will 
begin a new four-week study group, starting 
on November 21 and running through 
December 12. The class is about “God’s time 
is now. It’s here to reorient our expectations 
and to sweep us into a future of hope and 
promise, even if we didn’t expect it, even if it 
wasn’t part of our plans.” 
The study group will meet at 6;30 p.m. on 
Zoom. The Zoom meeting I.D. is 827 7009 
1590. 
 

 

 
We will be accepting the Christmas Joy 
offering in December. The Christmas Joy 
Offering reflects that God is with us through 
the generous gifts that support church 
leaders among us.               
 
50% of the offering assists current and retired 
church workers and their families with critical 
financial needs.  
              
50% of the offering makes it possible for 
students to learn and grow in faith at 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges.  
 
Thank you for your support.           

 
 

IT'S TIME FOR A CHRISTMAS PARTY! 
 
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas so it 
must be time to have a Christmas Party with 
our church family! Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend on Saturday, 
December 10, from 1 to 3 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall at Plymouth Church. Wear 
your Christmas sweater, vest, hat or 
headband to liven up the party. Bring a 
plate or bowl of finger food to share, such 
as: appetizers, veggies, fruit, little 
sandwiches, chips, Christmas cookies. To 
keep us warm, there will be hot water for tea 
or cocoa plus regular or decaf coffee. After 
a fun time of visiting while we munch on all 
the goodies, Helen Purkerson will lead us on 
the piano as we sing a few Christmas Carols! 
Hope you can come and have a Merry 
Christmas Party together at church! Contact 
Sharon Fraser if you have any questions at 
530-957-3218 (call or text).  
 
 

 
Change for Change 

 
Thank you for continuing to contribute your 
loose change to our Change for Change 
program.  This quarter we are donating to 
the Backpack Project. During the school 
year, children in need are given a backpack 
to take home with enough food to carry 
them through the weekend. Remember, 
hunger doesn’t take the weekend off. 
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November Habitat Updates 

 
Our Habitat home on South 8th Street has 
been making headway towards the finish 
line this past month!  We now have 
countertops in the bathrooms and kitchen, 
bathroom fixtures installed as well as grading 
the lot and burying the sewer line.  The NW 
College of Construction managed the 
pouring and forming of the garage floor and 
they did a wonderful job.  We had a lovely 
selection of plants donated last week and a 
group from Urban Development + Partners in 
Portland spent last Friday getting them all 
planted on the site. 
 
Additionally, we have plans submitted for 
the Vernonia home and can begin 
construction once the permit is issued.  We 
also have been working this past month to 
enroll low-income residents of Columbia 
County into a matched savings plan through 
the state to help them purchase a home in 
the future.  Big movement on great projects 
this month! 
 
Angela Carlson 
Administrative Assistant 
Columbia County Habitat for Humanity 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Boxing Day will be here soon… 

 
…Just a reminder to watch for sales on non-
perishable items to go into the totes. Boxing 
Day will be here before we know it. And 
thanks to those who have already donated. 
Some ideas on what we need are: hand or 
body wash, towels, wash clothes, shampoo, 
conditioner, toothbrushes, laundry or dish 
detergent,  
 
 

            
Christmas 

 
The Christmas-Epiphany season includes 
Christmas Day and the twelve following days 
of Christmas. Here we recall the stories of the 
birth and infancy of Christ and the church 
celebrates the mystery of the incarnation. 
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Sunday Volunteer Schedule  

 
 
December 4 Communion Set-up:  Zelda Anderson 

Communion Servers: Doris Perry, Zelda Anderson, Gina Harrington 
Greeters:  Doris Perry and Mark Earhart 
Lay Leader:  Pat Berger 
Coffee Hour Host:   
Coffee Hour Helpers: 
 

December 11 Greeters: Karen Roldan and Jon Dickson 
Lay Leader: Bill Eagle 
Coffee Hour Host:   
Coffee Hour Helpers: 
 

December 18 Greeters/Ushers: Linda and Roger Liefeld 
Lay Leader: Becky Frazier 
Coffee Hour Host:   
Coffee Hour Helpers: 
 

December 25 Greeters: TBA 
Lay Leader: Gina Harrington 
Coffee Hour Host:   
Coffee Hour Helpers: 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursda

y 
Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
4 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Communion 

 
Avamere at 12:30 

5 
 
Study group 
6:30 on Zoom 

6 
Deacons 
meet at 
10:30 
Lunch and 
cookie 
exchange 
1 p.m. 

7 8 9 
 

10 
Christmas 
Party  
1-3 p.m. 
Bring finger 
food 

11 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

12 
MSLT meets 
 
Study group 
6:30 on Zoom 

13 14 
Session 6:15 

15 16 
 

17 
 

18 
Worship 10:30 a.m. 

 

19 20 21 
First Day of 
Winter 

22 23 24 

Service 7 p.m. 

25 
Worship10:30 

 

26 
 

27 28 29 30 31 
New Years’ 
Eve 
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PLYMOUTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2615 SYKES ROAD 
ST. HELENS, OR   97051 
 
 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


