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Tis the season to be grumpy and busy and stuffed with sugar and fat. 

This week out shopping with, what felt like thousands of others, I 

fought over a parking space; I asked a sales clerk to take off 2 items 

and she slammed my basket down on the counter and had other 

difficult encounters out and about. My son Preston said that people 

are in a bad mood because they listen to the same 15 songs over and 

over again. Love is supposed to be in the air, but sometimes it feels 

like the opposite of love.  

 

What is love anyway?  

Good ole I Corinthians 13 tells us a bit about love: 

“If I speak in the tongues of humans and of angels but do not have 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal…. Love is patient, love is 

kind, love is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 

not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in 

wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

 

In Joseph we see love in action. He is more than a noisy gong or 

clanging cymbal. We find Joseph faced with the pregnancy of his 

fiancee. It wasn’t his baby. He could have had her stoned for adultery, 

but decides to “dismiss her quietly” because he was a righteous man 

and “unwilling to expose her to public disgrace.” That was kind, but 

not exactly what God had in mind. Joseph was accustomed to 

spending time with God. He was attuned to the voice of God.  

 

Joseph went to bed, tossing and turning, thinking about dismissing 

Mary, but an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, 



and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.”  

 

So Joseph altered his whole life to claim Jesus as his child to raise 

and to protect him; this would even lead Joseph and Mary to go to 

Egypt. Joseph was primed to hear the voice of God and when he 

awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; 

he took her as his wife.”  

 

Are we primed for such an encounter with God? For a moment of 

clarity as to our mission? Do we hear the voice of God? I wonder what 

God is calling Plymouth to do next, what great ministry. I wonder what 

God is calling you to next. Maybe God is even calling you closer to 

God’s heart, to learn and grow in the faith. I feel God is calling me to 

be more loving.  

 

God’s voice didn’t come out of the blue to Joseph. Joseph was a 

righteous man, a man of God, a man sensitive to the Lord’s leading.  

 

Another preacher, Rev. Jenny McDevitt shared these thoughts, 

“Joseph is a righteous man. No matter what choice he makes, he will 

still be righteous. But the angel is asking him to choose what has been 

described as a higher righteousness. That sort of righteousness is 

hard to come by because it’s not righteousness that focuses on the 

law. It focuses on the bigger picture, and it always leans toward love, 

toward the well-being of others. It pays attention to how our attempts 

to be righteous can sometimes yield unrighteous consequences. It 

does not ask, what does the law allow me to do? It asks, What does 

love compel me to do? What will bring the most light and life into a 

situation?” 

 

Joseph doesn’t get much time or mention after the first few chapters in 

Matthew, but we are left in awe of him. There aren’t many songs 

about him. I did find one that took my breath away. It’s by For King 

and Country, a contemporary song, called The Carol of Joseph: 



Awestruck, silent 

There's wonder in the air tonight 

She's softly singin' 

Singin' him my lullaby 

I can't believe it's true; I can't believe it's really you 

For so long, we've journeyed; I never thought we'd come this far 

Twistin' and turnin'- Searchin' for a guidin' star 

Can't find the words to say 

No, I can't explain but the world just changed 

I've seen a miracle 

Of courage, faith and a mother's grace 

 

I believe in you Yes, I believe in you 

I finally hear the song 

The angels singin' on and on and on 

And I believe in you Yes, I do 

Breatheless, tremblin', wonderin' what's gonna happen next 

Questions upon questions, this little heart beatin' in my chest 

How can I be the one, the one to father the fathers son? 

How can I raise a kid, when this humble life is all I bring? 

– 

Vulnerable real love that doesn’t know what’s gonna happen next. In 

this vulnerable world we are given the Son, Emmanuel- God with us. 

There is not greater hope, peace, joy or love. May we stay attuned to 

God’s voice. 


