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Nothing says Advent and Christmas like John the Baptist. Every 2nd 

Sunday of Advent in the lectionary -the order of readings we share with 

many other churches, this wild man from the wilderness gets center stage. 

He is in all 4 gospels preparing the way for Jesus. He eats locusts and wild 

honey and preaches repentance. He was hugely popular. Even the 

religious leaders of the day came to be baptized by him.  

 

He talked of Jesus coming to “clear his threshing floor” with the gathering of 

wheat into the granary and burning the chaff with unquenchable fire. Within 

each of us there is wheat and chaff. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn said, “The 

battleline between good and evil runs through the heart of every man.” 

Let’s add women in there too. In every heart is both good and evil. 

I love the story of the 2 wolves- a Native American story. My guess is that 

you know it, but hear it again. —--- 

 

An old Cherokee is teaching his grandson about life. “A fight is 
going on inside me,” he said to the boy. “It is a terrible fight 
and it is between two wolves. One is evil – he is anger, envy, 
sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, 
inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego.” 
  
 He continued, “The other is good – he is joy, peace, love, hope, 
serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, 
truth, compassion, and faith. The same fight is going on inside 
you – and inside every other person, too.” 
  
The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked 
his grandfather, “Which wolf will win?” 
  



The old Cherokee simply replied, “The one you feed.” 
(urbanbalance.com)------- 
 

John the Baptist calls out, “Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” At advent and Christmas we do feel that God’s hope for the world is 

near. The message of repentance is woven throughout movies and 

messages. 

 

I am a complete lover of The Christmas Carol and most spin-offs. One of 

my favorites is The 12 Dates of Christmas where a woman relives the 

same day over and over until she learns her lesson. She starts off self-

centered and not enjoying or being grateful for the present. Slowly 

throughout the movie the main character sees how her behavior affects 

those around her. She also wakes up to the blessings in her life and 

realizes her power to make her direct world a better place. 

 

Kelsey Grammer and his daughter are in another type of Christmas 

repentance movie called The 12 Days of Christmas Eve this year. The 

main character is given 12 chances to get it right and care for those around 

him. A very cool thing about this movie is that his real daughter plays his 

daughter in the movie, and it helps their real life relationship. As the owner 

of a big company, his life affects so many. Repentance opens up his life to 

others and to seeing the needs of others.  

 

Sometimes we are resistant to change and we don’t want to repent.  

Imagine Dragons song Believer has a line “Don’t you tell me what you think 

that I could be. I’m the one at the sail. I’m the master of my sea.” 

We try to be our own master. We lose sight of other possibilities. We think 

we know our story and can’t see other ways of living.  

 

Teresa of Avila:  

“Majestic King, for ever wise, you melt my heart, which once was cold, and 

when your beauty fills my eyes, it makes them young, which once were old. 

 



Christ, my creator, hear my cry, I am all yours, your call I hear, My Savior, 

yours am I, my heart to yours be ever near. 

Whether in life or death’s last hour, if sickness, pain or health you give, or 

shame or honor, weakness, power, thankful is the life I live.” 

 

Gratitude for the life we actually are living is a recurring theme this time of 

year. The Beach Boys sang a song called “Wouldn’t it be nice.” It’s a 

beautiful song all about a couple’s hope for the future when they can be 

together. Hope is good, but getting stuck in regret or deciding that you can’t 

be happy now without specific circumstances does not bring PEACE. Hope 

for the future with a strong trust in God brings peace. 

 

I lay my head to rest, 

and in doing so, 

lay at your feet 

the faces I have seen, 

the voices I have heard, 

the words I have spoken, 

the hands I have shaken, 

the service I have given, 

the joys I have shared, 

the sorrows revealed, 

I lay them at your feet, 

and in doing so 

lay my head to rest. 

 

My daughter Emily said, Peace is “not worry, not having to do something to 

maintain the peace- not having to think about it because it’s there.” 

 

– 12 Days of Christmas Eve: “The true meaning of Christmas- Love. Love 

of family, love of friendship, love of humanity. After all, Christmas 

celebrates the birth of a love so great, it just might save the world.“  A 

particular love- It is the love of Christ that allows us to change. We are 

transformed by our relationship with the Lord.  

 



Celtic prayer by David Adam, vicar of Lindisfarne: 

The Lord of the empty tomb, the conqueror of gloom, come to you. 

The Lord in the garden walking, the Lord to Mary talking, come to you. 

The Lord in the upper room, dispelling fear and doom, come to you. 

The Lord on the road to Emmaus, the Lord giving hope to Thomas, come to 

you. 

The Lord appearing on the shore, giving us life for evermore, come to you.  

 

Blessed are you, Creator and giver of peace. Peace be upon us; peace be 

upon this place; peace be upon this day. The deep, deep peace of God, 

which the world cannot give, be upon us and remain with us always. Amen. 


